THE 


BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


LV.— FEBRUARY, 1875.—No. 2. 


FACTS AND FIGURES. 


1. Ir seems to be a fact that Foreign Missions have outgrown the benevolence of 
the churches. While the contributions of churches and individuals have steadily 
increased for the past few years, prior to the present, they have not kept pace with the 
growth of the work abroad. 

2. The total receipts of the treasury of the Union up to Jan. 1, 1875, are 
$82,864.07, against $90,100.92 for Jan. 1, 1874; a falling-off of $7,236.85. If we 
include in the receipts of last year the so-called “ thank-offerings,” — amounting to a 
little more than $20,000, — the falling-off will be over $27,000. 

3. While such is the state of the treasury, the Union has a greater work than ever 
before on the foreign field ; and, after reducing the estimates for each separate mission 
to the lowest practicable amount, the schedule of appropriations for the current year is 
several thousands of dollars in advance of the last year. 


4. We have now under appointment five or six earnest young men, who wish to go 
to the foreign field the coming year. A heavy debt on the Union at the end of this 
fiscal year will keep these young men at home, and the missions will be left 
without needed help. 

5. While the times are hard, and while the great middle classes, from which the bulk 
of our contributions is received, are not as able to give as in past years, the rich can 
more than make up this deficit if they will. 

6. We lay this whole case before our brethren, hoping that nothing may be allowed to 
interfere with the foreign mission collections during the two months that remain of the 


current year. Brethren, we appeal to you, work hard to prevent an unwieldy debt. 
VoL, Lv. 2 
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HOW CAN I GIVE TO FOREIGN MISSIONS? 


BY REV. ALVAH HOVEY, D.D., PRESIDENT OF NEWTON THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION, 


“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
This saying of Christ reveals three things, —a 
fact, a law, and a duty. For the revealed fact 
that “it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive,” presupposes a constitution of human 
nature by which it is fitted for giving ; and this 
constitution of our nature is God’s /aw, im- 
posing on us the duty of giving. Bearing in 
mind this great fact and law and duty, I wish 
to speak of a particular branch of giving ; 
namely, that which has for its end the spread 
of the gospel. 

For a certain pre-eminence belongs to this 
form of giving. It is singled out in the great 
commission as the one special work of Chris- 
tians ull the end come. “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” This command, addressed to more 
than five hundred brethren who were permitted 
to meet their risen Lord in Galilee, separates 
one duty from all others, as universal and 
supreme, and in the most solemn manner en- 
joins it on the great body of Christians. Other 
duties may vary with varying circumstances. 
They may depend upon age, sex, talent, cul- 
ture, employment, health, and the like. Parents, 
legislators, and scholars, merchants, mechanics, 
and farmers, have each their special work to 
do, a work different in kind from that required 
of others. The duties of a man are not in all 
cases the same as those of a woman, nor the 
duties of a physician the same as those of a 
lawyer. But there is one great service to 
which ali Christians are called by the authority 
of their ascended Lord ; namely, the service of 
giving the gospel to mankind. And any course 
of lite which prevents their doing this is sin- 
ful. Any theory or philosophy, any passionor 
prejudice, any business or habit, which hinders 
their activity in sending the glad news of sal- 
vation to every creature, is unchristian, and 
should be sternly set aside. 

I have purposely described the duty of 
Christians as “giving the gospel to every 
creature.” For 1 do not suppose that every 
believer in Jesus is bound to go in person to 
the ends of the earth, and show the way of 
life to all who know it not; but I do suppose 


that every one is under infinite obligation to 
push forward this work in some way. Many, 
perhaps, can do as much by furnishing the 
supplies, as by going into the field ; by sup- 
porting messengers of life to the heathen, as 
by bearing the message themselves: and, if 
so, they are at liberty to remain at home, 
giving the fruit of their toil to further the 
spread of the gospel. Nor is it too much to 
say that the service of the humble toiler at 
home may be as great and acceptable as that 
of the best worker abroad. If his purpose be 
as single, his sacrifice of self as complete, his 
labor as severe and cheerful, then his service 
will be accounted no less important. How, 
then, may you discharge your duty to mankind, 
and by this service prove the truth of Christ’s 
saying, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive”? 


I, 


By making the triumph of the cross the 
highest end of your life. It is so, 1 presume, in 
theory and profession. More than once have 
you consecrated yourselves to the Lord, and 
said that your whole spirit and soul and body 
should be his. More than once have you 
acknowledged his commands to be the rule 
of your action, and his will the law of your 
life. More than once have you confessed 
that he came into the world to save sinners, 
that he was lifted up on the cross that he 
might draw all men unto him, and that he 
commanded his followers to preach the gospel 
to every creature. In lucid moments you have 
seen that the highest end of your life should 
be to hasten the spread of the gospel, and the 
triumph of Christ. For you are his, and not 
your own. Your life is hid with Christ in 
God. You are members of his body, of his 
flesh and his bones, and his spirit is in your 
hearts. How, then, can the highest aim and 
purpose of your soul differ from his ? 

Yet there is reason to fear that it does. 
There is reason to suspect that none of us are 
in perfect accord with Christ ; moving steadily, 
swiftly, and with all the heart, towards the end 
which he seeks. For, if*our aim were identi- 
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cal with his, how surely would the recovery of 
lost men hold the first place in our plan of life ! 
Other schemes would bow their heads before 
this scheme, even as the sheaves of Joseph’s 
brethren bowed low, in the prophetic dream, 
before his sheaf. A purpose, clear and firm, 
to do all in our power for the triumph of the 
cross, would rule like the sun in heaven over 
all other purposes, and bring celestial order 
into the activities of life. For, when a single 
great object fills the eye and moves the heart 
of man, it is wonderful to note how easily 
every thing is put aside which might interfere 
with the attainment of that object. And, the 
more worthy that object, the more radiant and 
blessed the life waich is consecrated to it. 
Beyond a doubt, then, you must make the 
triumph of the cross the highest end of your 
life, if you would discharge your obligation to 
the Saviour, and enjoy the full blessedness of 
giving. But, while doing this, you cannot say 
in your hearts, “ We will give to this cause 
what we have left after providing well for our 
own families ;” for, by putting this kind of 
giving after something else, you assign it a 
secondary place ; and, by putting it after some- 
thing so indefinite as “ providing well for your 
own families,” you incur the risk of neglecting it 
altogether. Men do not give the second place 
to that which they make by deliberate choice 
the highest end of life. They put it far before 
their own comfort, and at least side by side 
with the care of their own families. They say 
in their hearts, ‘* This will we do if God per- 
mit: should we fail in this, life itself will be a 
failure.” And so it should be with ur, my 
brethren. Our giving for the spread of the 
gospel should be a prime element in our con- 
ception and plan of life. It should stand 
higher in that place, deliberately chosen, than 
personal ease or culture, position or wealth, 
and side by side with the frugal support of our 
families. For in this way only can giving for 
the best cause enter into regular movement of 
life, and the great truth that “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive” be verified in 
experience. 

And this remark opens the way for another: 
to wit, that the full blessedness of giving for 
the spread of the gospel can be realized, — 


II. 


By laboring with persistent effort for money 
to be used in this work. For it is a general 
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law of Providence, that a man who gives must 
first acquire. Only a few have the doubtful 
advantage of inherited wealth: the many are 
called to earn what they use. And this law 
appears to be good, as well as just ; conducive to 
happiness, as well as founded in right. The 
law is just; for, inthe nature of the case, 
men have what they make, not what others 
make; and own what they earn, not what 
others earn. Only the value which they cre- 
ate belongs exclusively to them. And this 
law is also good: for the value which they 
create is the only one which they can truly 
appreciate ; while the value which they can 
appreciate is the only one from which, either as 
owners or as Conors, they can derive the high- 
est satisfaction. There was, therefore, pro- 
found wisdom in the refusal of David to give 
the Lord that which had cost him nothing. It 
was not enough for him to feel that a place 
was provided by the liberality of another for | 
the tabernacle of God: he wished to do some- 
thing at his own cost in providing that place. 
Nor have we any reason to ascribe his desire to 
pride or self-righteousness. He seems rather 
to have been led by the instinct of gratitude 
to claim the privilege of giving, —a privilege 
which belongs alike to rich and poor, to king 
and subject. 

But another thought is worthy of considera- 
tion in this place. The easiest way by which 
giving can be brought into one’s spiritual life 
as a constant factor, is to make it a principal 
motive to diligence and enterprise in business. 
This may be done by fixing on the cause to be 
served by one’s earnings, and working habitu- 
ally with a view to aiding that cause. In this 
way the act and the joy of giving are antici- 
pated and protracted through the whole process 
of obtaining the means to give. The enno- 
bling influence of imparting good is thus mul- 
tiplied a thousand fold, and a_ benevolent 
character formed. How different, then, must 
be the effect of working for money with which 
to send the gospel to every creature, from the 
effect of working for money to build up a 
fortune! How different the effect of having 
the whole web of life, warp and woof, dipped 
in charity, and tinged with its golden hues, 
from that of having only a patch, thus dipped 
and tinged, inserted in that web here and 
there! 

Speaking in general terms, though applica- 
ble, no doubt, to every one of us, I affirm that 
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Christians ought to do more business, and 
earn more money, than they or their families 
need. They ought to labor with a distinct 
view to giving, and giving largely. For the 
sake of Christ and his cause, they ought to be 
model farmers, skilled mechanics, enterprising 
merchants, and able manufacturers. They 
should set their hearts upon getting gain by 
honest work, that Christian truth may be pro- 
claimed. For, to borrow the words of Dr. 
Anderson, “In the eye of the Christian, the 
uses of wealth constitute the. all-important 
object of interest. The increase of the 
breadth, richness, and power of the divine 
life in men, is an end in itself transcending in 
importance all results, however magnificent, 
which are realized in the present life, and ex- 
pire with it. With the Christian, wealth is 
mainly to be valued as the evidence of indus- 
try and self-denial on the part of its possessor, 
and as a means of elevating, purifying, and 
saving man. It is this which dignifies and 
consecrates the labor and thowght of the 
Christian merchant and manufacturer.” If 
the view thus expressed by the president of 
Rochester were heartily adopted by Christians 
in all the walks of life, there would be no 
diminution of enterprise and thrift among 
them ; but there would be a wonderful elevation 
of character, as well as of aim, together with a 
soul-transporting increase of means and agents 
for evangelizing mankind. The power and in- 
fluence of Christians would rapidly transform 
the world. 

Furthermore, you will be aided in testing the 
word of Christ as to the blessedness of giving 
for the spread of the gospel, — 


Ill. 


By using strict economy in other directions, 
that you may give largely in this. This remark 
deserves serious consideration at the present 
time ; for there is a growing tendency to ex- 
pend large sums upon houses, gardens, pic- 
tures, statues, equipage, dress, travel, and 
other matters of taste, fashion, or pride, — 
not to mention in the same breath splendid 
churches and organs. The money expended 
_on the latter is sometimes thought to be given 
as truly to the Lord as that which is contrib- 
uted for the support of missions; but we 
cannot suppress a fear that selfish motives 
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mingle more largely in the former case than 
in the latter with the desire to save men. 

Home expenses are far greater, as compared 
with foreign, than they should be ; and a partial, 
if not a perfect, explanation of this fact, is to 
be found in their power to minister to per- 
sonal gratification. But I need not press the 
duty of economy in church-building. In many 
places it is fully recognized and _ practised. 
But the duty of economy in matters strictly 
personal, domestic, or social, is surely disre- 
garded by many who bear the Christian name ; 
and, by neglecting this duty, they cut them- 
selves off from the blessed privilege of giving 
liberally for the spread of the truth. How 
easily can even a large income be spent upon 
one’s family! In how many ways canan extra 
thousand be used without being lavish, or 
going beyond one’s neighbor! How very 
natural it is to let the cost of living keep pace 
with the increase of property! so that a man 
who begins with giving nothing is likely to 
end in the same way, —selfish from first to 
last. Such are the impulses of human nature, 
such the tendencies of modern society, and 
such the demands of fashion, the nimblest 
servitor of pride and gain, that Christians must 
practise an economy bordering upon constant 
self-denial, in order to obey the last great 
command of their Lord. Without this, their 
enterprise will not enable them to give liber- 
ally. Without this, their hard-earned treasures 
will never gladden the houses of heathendom 
with the light of God’s truth, Without this, 
they will never feel in their own hearts the 
blessedness of giving to a service heaven- 
ordained and holy. Frugality must be joined 
with thrift’ before they can know the truth of 
Christ’s word, “ It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” . 

But this is not all. Looking at my subject 
in a practical way, I must add that you will be 
assisted in the work of giving, — 


IV. 


By devoting a suitable part of your income 
to the service of Christ. It is true that we 
cannot look to the Mosaic dispensation for 
definite rules to guide us in Christian action ; 
but, when a method which was indorsed. by 
the Most High for the Jewish people is found 
to agree with the laws of our moral constitu- 
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tion, it may surely be adopted with a sort of 
double confidence. And the method of devot- 
jing a certain proportion of one’s income to 
religious uses was a marked feature of the Jew- 
ish economy. Whether that proportion was 
larger or smaller than Christians should fix 
upon, is not now the question ; but only whether 
it is well to embrace, in our plan of life, the 
giving of a definite part of our income to 
the support of Christian work. Against this 
method two things may possibly be urged; 
namely, frst, that, owing to ill health or ill 
success, one might sometimes wrong his own 
family by giving invariably a certain part of 
his income to religion; and, secondly, that, 
owing to the nature of his business, one might 
be able to give more in the end by adding to 
his capital for a period of years the percent- 
age of income which the plan proposed would 
set apart for charity. 

To the former objection I reply, that every 
true Christian will make all his life-plans in 
submission to the wise providence of God. 
If, then, with the utmost diligence and fru- 
gality he is unable to carry into effect his plan 
of giving, he will accept the disappointment 
as he would any other failure in life. And to 
the latter I reply, that one who postpones 
giving until the money to be given cannot be 
added profitably to his capital, for the increase 
of his business, is in danger of never giving 
atall. For, in some cases, he will not reach 
the limit proposed till the hour of death; in 
many cases, he will not recognize the limit 
when it is reached ; and, in all cases, he will 
forego the habit and the benefit of giving. 
Besides, if additions to a moderate capital re- 
turn a large percentage of income, the same is 
true of additions to missionary force. A con- 
vert now is Christian capital for the next 
twenty years, hastening the day when foreign 
help will be no more required. The objections 
named seem, therefore to have little force. 

On the other hand, the method proposed has 
strong reasons in its favor. And this is one: 
it puts deliberation, conscience, character, into 
giving. For no Christian will presume to fix 
the ratio between what he means to do for his 
own family, and what he means to do for the 
cause of Christ, without consulting the word 
of God, and seeking light from above. His 
giving will therefore be a matter of principle. 
It will represent conviction. It will reveal the 
spiritual stature of the man. It will express 
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the degree of faith and love existing in his 
heart. And this, alas! is not true of much 
that is called giving. For much that is called 
giving represents brief emotion instead of 
settled purpose, natural tenderness instead 
of Christian love, and sometimes moral 
weakness instead of moral strength. For 
men sometimes give in order to escape im- 
portunity, or the reproach of penuriousness, 
to a person or a cause not supposed to be 
worthy of help; and, in many cases, their giv- 
ing is blind, fitful, uncertain, coming from the 
surface of the soul, and not from its centre ; 
revealing impulse, and not character. One 
reason, then, for the method named, is drawn 
from the circumstance that giving after this’ 
plan is thoughtful, intelligent, conscientious, a 
fruit of Christian character in the largest sense. 

Another reason is the following: 7¢ puts in 
the heart a religious motive to enterprise, 
economy, and self-denial, thus sanctifying daily 
toil. To this I have already referred, but the 
thought is worthy of repeated consideration ; 
for surely it would be difficult to name a 
greater good than this. Yet the language and 
sentiment of the world associate enterprise 
with personal gain, and economy with self- 
interest. The spirit of trade is intensely secu- 
lar, if not godless. One can hardly breathe 
the atmosphere of business in a great city 
without yielding to the subtle influence of this 
spirit. Nor is it much less penetrating in 
rural districts, among farmers and mechan- 
ics. Hence we are told that “business is 
business,” as if it were something apart 
from religion, and could not be tested by 
the Golden Rule. So powerful, indeed, are the 
forces which tend to separate business from 
religion, that any plan of life which binds 
them together should on that account be 
favored by the Christian. He should there- 
fore adopt the method in question, if for no 
other reason, because it makes his daily toil a 
manifest service to Christ, and the increase of 
his income by extra labor or self-denial an 
increase of his contribution to the spread of 
the gospel. The consciousness of such a 
fact must impart dignity and grace to the 
humblest form of work. 

Another reason for this method may be 
found in the circumstance that 7¢ tends to make 
giving more regular, cheerful, and liberal. 
Not, indeed, more regu/ar than it could be 
made by some other plan, as, for example, by 
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offering or laying aside a contribution on every 
first day of the week, of the month, or of the 
quarter, but more regular than it is made, or is 
ever likely to be made, by the great body of 
Christians who give it as they list, without 
much plan. Nor does it tend to make it more 
cheerful than it could be made by some other 
plan which involved regular giving, but far more 
cheerful than it is apt to be when Christians 
wait to be moved by special appeals. ‘“ The 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver ;” and, when one 
includes in his plan of life “giving a certain 
part of his income” to the spread of the gospel, 
he is almost sure to become a cheerful giver. 
Nor, finally, does it tend to make it more Zzberal 
than it may be made by some other process, 
but more liberal than it will ever become by 
following the hap-hazard rule of contributing 
when your feelings or conscience are specially 
stirred. Indeed, I can think of no method 
more likely to bring a Christian’s experience 
into accord with the Saviour’s words, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 

But some of you may perhaps ask, How 
large a fraction of our whole income ought we 
to consecrate to the Lord for religious use ? and 
how large a part of this fraction should be given 
to foreign missions? To neither of these ques- 
tions can I make any definite answer. For, as 
to the former, I should be compelled to say, 
that some Christians ought perhaps to give no 
more than a tenth part of their whole income 
to religion, while others ought certainly to 
give a fifth, still others one-half, and some 
the whole. Nay, there are many in our 
churches who shouid be drawing from their 
capital, and diminishing their income, every 
year. Let me remind you of the fearful price 
paid by Jesus for our redemption, of his un- 
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qualified command to his followers to preach 
the gospel to every creature, and of the poor 
heathen groping darkly through life into the 
mystery beyond. Let me ask you to ponder 
the words of Christ to the rich young ruler, 
and especially his commendation of the poor 
widow who put her whole living into the 
Lord’s treasury. Then read the story of the 
first church in the narrative of Luke, and 
the account of Paul as he went from city to 
city preaching the gospel. And if that be 
not enough, study the history of the Mora- 
vians, and learn how much can be done by 
a handful of men intent upon fulfilling the 
great commission. The thought of what 
might be achieved before a generation passes, 
if all the Baptists of North America were to 
attempt spreading the news of salvation over 
the earth, is enough to fill the heart with ex- 
ultation. Consider these things when you de- 
termine how large a part of your earnings you 
will devote to charity. And forget not the 
last great day. 

As to the latter question, How large a part 
of what is given to the Lord should go to 
foreign missions? I can only reply, Read the 
commission, look at the field, and judge for 
yourselves. The work at home and abroad is 
the same. The souls of men are of equal 
value in America and in Asia. But where is 
the darkness thickest, the light faintest, the 
wail of despair deepest? Here is a danger- 
ous coast approached by many vessels, and 
provided with many light-houses: there is an 
equally dangerous coast, approached by far 
more numerous vessels, and provided with no 
light-houses at all. These figures represent 
the chief elements in the problem, and you 
can solve it as readily as I. 


A LAWYER'S ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, DO FOREIGN 
MISSIONS PAY? 


BY G. F. EMERY, ESQ., PORTLAND, ME. 


Tuis is a fair question; and it is entitled 
to a candid answer. The objects of charity 
at our own doors are so numerous, and their 
needs so pressing, that no one can be prop- 
erly called upon to bestow his benefactions 
abroad until the common objection to the 


support of foreign missions has been over- 
come. It is also a business question. As 
such it is proposed to consider it. Not that 
the higher ground of Christian obligation is to 
be ignored ; for loyalty will secure obedience 
to rightful authority though unaccompanied 
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by reward, and even when attended with sac- 
rifice. But if there is any proposition of 
Christian ethics pre-eminently true, and en- 
couraging as well, it is, that loyalty to Christ 
always pays. Though entitled to speak with 
authority, it:should never be forgotten, es- 
pecially in urging the claims of Christian 
benevolence, that his commands are not ex- 
pressions of mere arbitrary decree. They 
are founded in the nature of things, and hav- 
ing in view the best possible good of his sub- 
jects. Without stopping to demonstrate this 
proposition, it is sufficient to add, that, as 
every Christian command emanates from the 
sentiment of love accompanied by perfect 
wisdom on the part of its Author, it follows as 
a necessity that obedience always pays. If 
filial obedience to an earthiy parent results in 
the good of the child, how much more in the 
case of cheerful acquiescence with the will of 
our divine Master! Another proposition 
bearing on our topic may well be remem- 
bered, though not now attempted to be dem- 
onstrated; namely, ¢he rewards of obedience 
are higher in proportion to the degree of faith 


required in executing the command. With’ 


such encouraging premises, we are now pre- 
pared to discuss the particular question before 
us, “ Do foreign missions pay?” Pay is the 
emphatic word; and this involves the idea 
of investment. 


THE ELEMENTS OF A GOOD INVESTMENT. 


Three constituent elements enter into a 
good investment, — safety, profits, and rer- 
manency. Safety, or security, depends upon 
the nature of the work demanding the capital 
employed, skill and fidelity in conducting the 
business, and a substantial guaranty from 
some quarter, that success shall attend the 
enterprise. 

THE WORK ITSELF. 

As regards the work itself, it is, in short, 
the establishment of a universal kingdom, 
wherein its subjects, under the single law of 
love, are admitted, with equal rights and privi- 
leges, to share in the richest blessings earth 
can yield, or heaven bestow. The charter 
under which it is undertaken, the “Grand 
Commission,” unlike any other, furnishes a 
guaranty of final success, whose solvency, 
skill, and constant supervision, are assured 
beyond all question. “Go,” is the injunc- 
tion: “I am with you always,” the guaranty. 


Do Foreign Missions Pay ? 


39 


THE AGENTS. 


But God employs human agents and instru- 
ments in executing the work. What assurance 
have we that they will be skilful, vigilant, and 
faithful? Are they not liable to err in judg- 
ment, to slacken their energies, or betray 
their trust? The guaranty on this point is 
threefold. First, missionaries in the field have 
the indorsement of Christ himself: they are 
chosen by him, commissioned by him, and 
furnished by him with all needed grace and 
strength adequate to the emergency. Second, 
they are workmen specially approved by 
stockholders in the concern, the churches at 
home, and are under the constant supervision 
of a board of directors, whose special busi- 
ness it is to see that there shall be no waste 
of men or means. Third, the terms of their 
employment are mere support during their 
engagement, their profits being - dependent 
upon the degree of their fidelity, realized in 
part from day to day, but mainly reversionary 
on completion of their part of the enterprise. 
As regards our missionaries, such is the na- 
ture of their work, such the regulations under 
which they are sent forth, and so small their 
pecuniary compensation, that it is impossible 
for them to squander the capital employed, 
even if tempted to do so. 

But how is it as respects the board of man- 
agers? Are they competent, industrious, and 
free from liability to improvidence or unfaith- 
fulness? As to skill and competency, it is 
the fault of those who furnisa the capital, if 
there is any lack on this point. They are our 
agents, and subject to our contro, as regards 
the tenure of office. The same is true as 
respects constancy and devotion to their par- 
ticular work. So far as regards waste of 
funds, or improvidence in their use, these are 
provided against by the nature of their com- 
mission, and their character as men, and by 
the checks presented by the rules adopted for 
their action. Nor is there any possibility of 
ring arrangements and Credit Mobilier con- 
trivances in boards of directors of this class, 


THE NECESSITY FOR AN ORGANIZATION. 


But it is sometimes asked, What necessity is 
there for any intermediate board? why may 
not individuals, a church, or a number of 
churches, select their own missionaries, and 
disburse their own contributions direct? The 
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reply is, So vast is the enterprise, so compli- 
cated the work, both in its relations at home 
and abroad, that a well-digested system, to be 
administered by a central executive force, re- 
sponsible to Christ and the Church, is abso- 
lutely indispensable in order to select the 
most judicious fields of operation, approve 
suitable missionaries, superintend every de- 
partment, and thus provide in the best possible 
manner against loss, mistake, or improvi- 
dence. This objection to the employment of 
secretaries and agents would apply with equal 
force to joint-stock companies, corporations, 
and communities. To guard against this 
specific objection, provision has already been 
made for defraying in part the salaries and 
principal expenses of our board, so that every 
benefactor may be assured that nearly ninety 
percent of his contributions goes directly to 
the missionaries. Thus the safety of capital 
in this class of investments is assured to all 
who have faith in Christ, and confidence in his 
devoted followers charged with the execution 
of the “ Grand Commission.” 


WHAT IS MEANT BY PROFITS. 


The next point of inquiry is that of profits, 
or returns. What do we mean by profits? 
Not in kind, money for money, but something 
money cannot buy, something, too, that the in- 
vestor can take with him when his money 
must be left behind. Eapfansion of mind, 
and wealth of soul, are the sure rewards of 
Christian benevolence, fixed by law as inevita- 
ble as effect to any given cause. This is the 
basis of our Saviour’s utterance, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Giving pro- 
ceeds from loving. “In love,” says the late 
devoted Prof. Upham (“ Interior Life”), “ there 
is always something elevating, ennobling, and 
purifying to the soul. It is the great source 
and fountain of generous and exalted actions. 
It is the seat and powerful spring of religious 
magnanimity, of holy heroism.” But giving 
is a cause, as well as an effect, adding to the 
measure of love; so that ordinarily a man’s 
love for an enterprise may be gauged com- 
paratively by the amount invested in it. 


WHAT DEPARTMENT YIELDS THE BEST 
PROFITS. 


But the point of this discussion is, what 
department of Christian benevolence yields 
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the largest returns? Expansion of soul will 
result from personal identification with an 
great enterprise ; but, the nobler the latter, 
the richer the former. The truth of this 
proposition is easily illustrated by common 
observation. He who devotes his money to 
the education and culture of his children has, 
by common consent, a nobler nature than the 
man who hoards his wealth for them to spend, 
and teaches them the mere art of accumula- 
tion. He is justly esteemed a man of public 
spirit and noble impulses who invests largely 
in enterprises for developing the resources of 
his country, and promoting important material 
interests of society, from which personally no 
return is sought. Still nobler is he, and far 
richer in experience, who lays broad founda- 
tions for the education of future generations, 
who patronizes with liberal hand the arts and 
sciences, or founds institutions to bless the 
unfortunate, and mitigate the ills and sorrows 
of our common humanity. And so onward, 
the higher in grade the plane of his benefac- 
tions, the nobler does he become, and the 
more honored his name. When the munifi- 
“cence of such a man springs from the heart of 
Christian love, he is pre-eminently rich in 
all that constitutes true manhood, and con- 


fessedly ranks among the nobility of the 
race. 


THE BREADTH AND GRANDEUR OF THE 
WORK. 


Applying now these considerations to the 
particular department of foreign missions, 
what is the result reached? Is there any 
scheme more grand in conception, beneficent 
in action, or permanent in its results, than 
that of conferring Christian civilization on 
every land, and of helping to present the cup 
of salvation to every needy soul? To be a 
co-worker with the divine mind in such an 
enterprise, is to be in companionship with, 
nay, kindred of, the Prince of glory. Such a 
relation constitutes of itself a patent of no- 
bility which casts the emblems of earth’s 
proudest achievements in the shade. 

But this, it may be said, is true as regards 
co-operation in every other department of 
Christian labor. And so it is. Yet the 


principle above stated holds good here. The 
nobler the enterprise, the richer the rewards 
There is a sense in which the 


of its patrons. 
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rewards of service in different departments of 
Christian activity admit of no comparison ; 
that is, one is as high as every other. All are 
unquestionably units of a great whole. But is 
there not danger of losing the peculiar reward 
flowing from the consciousness of union with 
Christ in the grand but sémg/e design which 
brought him from heaven to earth? His mis- 
sion was to save a world. He came to estab- 
lish a universal kingdom. So long as this 
fundamental fact is kept before the mind, 
there is no ground for comparing the rewards 
of Christian service in different departments. 
But how few rise to the loftiness of this con- 
ception! and how apt are all to circumscribe 
their field of vision within their own neighbor- 
hood, state, or country! 

The true view is believed to be this: The 
kingdom of Christ is to be established through- 
out the earth. It is to be accomplished by a 
war of aggression, armed with the sword of 
the Spirit,the wielding force of which is love. 
Every denomination of Christians is one of 
the grand army corps organized by the same 
Leader, for the same object, and working for 
the same end. Every church is a regiment 
under the immediate charge of its appropriate 
officer for drill and active service. Every 
Christian is a soldier, loyal to the great Cap- 
tain, and for that reason always at his post. 
The field of conquest being the world, a long, 
laborious, and steady series of campaigns is 
to be prosecuted in every heathen land, in- 
volving large expenditures of men and treas- 
ure, until these immense forces, animated dy 
one common motive, under the same leader, 
and marching forth to one common purpose, 
shall plant the flag of triumph where all 
nations shall acknowledge its supremacy, and 
all peoples join in loud acclaim, “Glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace, good 
will to men!” 

Such a view makes all Christian labor and 
sacrifice harmonious ; but who will say that 
his soul is not immeasurably enlarged, the 
broader the scope of his vision, and the more 
magnificent the enterprise before him? He 
who gives his money for the foreign work is 
naturally and necessarily in immediate con- 
tact with the grand ideal of his Saviour, and for 
that very reason he will be first and foremost 
to strengthen the weak places all along the 
line of his own regiment; while the man of 
lower views and less compass of vision, though 
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a good soldier, realizes his reward, but inferior 
both in quality and degree. Such, imper- 
fectly, is our reasoning on personal profits. 


PROFIT TO CHURCH-LIFE AT HOME. 


So obvious to observation is the fact that 
those churches which are noted for their de- 
votion to the foreign work are uniformly most 
efficient at home, that discussion of this point 
is needless. But the fact speaks volumes in 
favor of hearty and liberal support to the for- 
eign mission cause. 

The plan of this discussion would seem to 
demand a word as to the element of perma- 
nency in the matter of investments in the 
object now under consideration. But this 
point, too, is obviously so plain that it would 
be a waste of time to discuss it. 


A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE HOME AND 
THE FOREIGN FIELDS. 


There is, however, one view of our subject, 
the practical importance of which will not 
allow it to be overlooked. This, happily, is a 
question not of theory, but of fact. The his- 
tory of the mission work of our denomination 
shows that accessions to the church in foreign 
fields, in proportion to the money there ex- 
pended, far, very far, outnumber those at home 
in the ratio of expenditure here. In an arti- 
cle in December (1873) number of the “ Mag- 
azine,” is an instructive demonstration, by Dr. 
A. C. Osborne, of this fact; and the results of 
his investigation, based upon a year’s opera- 
tions, ending March 31, 1873, are as follows: 
“The cost to the Missionary Union per con- 
vert baptized is $55; the cost to the Long 
Island Association is $441 ; to the New York 
Association, $572; to the Black River Asso- 
ciation, $278 : an average of $430, nearly 8 to 
1 in favor of the Union. The largest Asiatic 
mission cost $43 per convert baptized; to the 
largest church in Brooklyn, the cost was 
$1,045; to the largest church in New York, 
$840; to the largest church in Black River 
Association, $400: an average of $761, 18 
to 1 in favor of the Union. The Asiatic mis- 
sion that baptized the largest number cost 
$24 per convert baptized; to the church in 
Brooklyn that baptized the largest number, 
the cost was $154 ; to the church in New York, 
$110; to the church in the Black River Asso- 
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ciation, $101: an average of $115, nearly 5 to 
1 in favor of the Union.” 

It may be that some other home fields se- 
lected for comparison would not yield so fa- 
vorable a result to the Union. But it is 
believed that the general truth of the proposi- 
tion now under discussion can be abundantly 
verified by statistics gathered nearer home. 


OUR OWN AND OTHER MISSIONS COMPARED. 


In this matter of relative fruits, it is a fact 
of interest to us also, that the American Bap- 
tist Missionary Union can show greater re- 
sults for the same amount of means employed, 
than any other foreign missionary society in 
the world. If any doubt is entertained on this 
point, its truth will be found fully established 
by our late missionary at Ningpo, China, Rev. 
Mr. Knowlton, in an article in the April (1872) 
number of the “ Magazine,” where the facts 
and figures, too numerous now to be quoted, 
will fully justify all that is claimed in this be- 
half. 


EVERY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN ACTION 
BENEFITED. 


But there are other views and wider rela- 
tions to be briefly considered. The inaugura- 
tion of modern missions imparted, on the 
American shore, a new impulse to every 
department of human action. It opened 
new avenues to the white-winged messengers 
of commerce. Marts unknown before wel- 
comed for their teeming millions the prolific 
products of our soil and skill. The spirit of 
invention and discovery leaped into new thea- 
tres of enterprise. The hand of the artisan 
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moved with quicker energy to meet the wants 
of advancing civilization. Science flew upon 
the wings of the wind to new fields of con. 
quest. The energies of a class of men unac. 
customed to tread the halls of learning were 
inducted into the pathway of extensive useful. 
ness and honorable fame. 

The refluent tide of all this quickened 
energy brought back also to our shores ex. 
changes innumerable and blessings invalua- 
ble. American diplomacy paid its devotion 
to the spirit of missions. International, com- 
mercial, and municipal law acknowledged their 
indebtment to the Christian code. Science, 
learning, and the arts bowed gracefully to 
Christian enterprise in accepting new acquisi- 
tions from foreign climes. In short, every 
field of activity, skill, and enterprise has been 
rejuvenated, and every department of Ameri- 
can life been enriched, by the aggressive but 
peaceful conquests of gospel missions. 


Nor would it be just to rest here. Each 
succeeding campaign should be credited with 
its full share of the glory of that day when 
the nations shall learn war no more, and the 
snow-white flag of peace shall wave in tri- 
umph over every land. Governments, as 
such, can do little to hasten this blessed con- 
summation. Ours might,and ought to lead the 
way in ingrafting the “ Golden Rule” as a 
fundamental law in the interpretation of 
every international treaty. But the sublime 
work before us must continue to be prosecuted 
mainly by voluntary effort; and enviable in- 
deed is the lot of him who is true to his oppor- 
tunities, and awake to his possibilities. 


THE PASTOR’S OBLIGATIONS. 


BY REV. J. B. CHILD, OF PAWTUXET, R.I. 


It will be admitted at once, that somebody 
must carry on the missionary work. The day 
has long passed when this general necessity 
and duty needed to be proved to the Christian 
Church. It will perhaps be as readily ad- 
mitted that this obligation rests in some 
measure upon all Christians. Now, who has 
any special obligation in the matter, beyond 


that which every one has? While it is the 
duty of all to help, upon whom rests the re- 
sponsibility of seeing to it that something is 
done? An easy answer is, “Those who feel 
personally called to go as missionaries.” But 
this answer is too easy to be true. The in- 
creased obligation falls rather upon those who 
have influence and leadership above others. 


| 

187 
This 
it in 

mis 
dut 
esp 
wo! 
offi 
tho 
Th 
we 
m< 
sa 
n 
at 
i 
tl 
i 
D 
t 
t 


1875.] 


This of course includes the missionaries ; but 
it includes also many others, especially pastors. 


I. 


The pastor is under obligations to foreign 
missions, decause of his position. If certain 
duties devolve upon a nation, they devolve 
especially upon those in office. If a certain 
work is before an army, it is the duty of the 
officers to see that it is done, and not alone of 
those officers who are detailed for the service. 
The sphere of responsibility is wider than the 
sphere of personal performance. Now, here is 
a great work before the Church, — Zhe great 
work under the great commission. There are 
many other works, good, important, neces- 
sary; and there is woe upon us if we do them 
not ; but they are all for this, — the conversion 
of the world to God. While, therefore, we 
attend to the many, the oxe should be ever 
before us. 

Those who go to foreign regions to preach 
the gospel are always, as at first, the messen- 
gers of those who remain at home ; and, as it 
is their duty to carry on the missionary work 
by going, so it is the duty of the home pastors 
to carry on the same work by sending. It is 
the pastor’s duty because it is the church’s 
duty. The pastor represents the church, in- 
structs, directs, leads the church. Conse- 
quently, the duty of the church falls first 
upon him; ie., to this extent, that, if the 
members do not do it, it is not his fault. The 
sending-out of missionaries devolves upon the 
pastor, as well as the sending-out of Sunday- 
school teachers to gather in scholars, or the 
directing of any one besides himself to work 
for the salvation of souls in his own parish. 
Many obligations rest upon the pastor which 
he cannot fulfil with his own hands. Such 
obligations are inseparable from his position. 
He takes them upon him when he accepts the 
pastoral office. There is much work which he 
is to do as Moses built the tabernacle, and 
Solomon the temple, — by influencing and di- 
recting others. Such work is the sending-out 
of missionaries. This will include home mis- 


sions in his own neighborhood, State, and 
nation ; but it cannot stop here. The obliga- 
tion is as wide as the commission, “ Go ye into 
all the world.” 

No work is more binding upon him than 
this. 


There is work with which he has more 
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to do arithmetically, but none with which he 
has more truly something to do. When aman 
accepts office, he assumes the responsibilities 
of the office; and the responsibilities of a 
Christian pastor are not limited, like those of 
a postmaster, to his local duties. If it be 
asked, What is the pastor’s obligation? it 
can be answered only by asking, What is the 
work of the church? and that can be an- 
swered only by the great commission. It was 
the first foreign missionary that asked, ‘* How 
shall they preach except they be sent ? ” and 
it is for each pastor to ask, Who shall send 
them? He can answer it for himself, not by 
looking away to a society, but by accepting it 
as his own duty so far as lieth in him. 


II. 


Besides this common obligation of Christian 
ministers, by virtue of their office as repre- 
sentatives and leaders of the Church, the pas- 
tor is under peculiar obligations to foreign 
missions from the very fact that he does not go 
himself. This fact is too often made a reason 
for neglect, and lack of interest. Because we 
do not another’s part of the work, therefore 
we need not do our own; because we do noth- 
ing, therefore we ought to do nothing. This 
is quite too short a method of disposing of a 
great subject. Whoever has read the essay 
of our missionary, Brother Carpenter, upon 
this subject, must have been somewhat im- 
pressed with the thought, that, when a young 
man preparing for the ministry first looks 
around him fora field of labor, his impressions 
are naturally towards the destitute places, 
rather than those which already have the gos- 
pel. The first impulse is generally towards new 
ground, and tends to create missionaries ; and 
it takes some after-consideration to change the 
purpose. Are we not reminded by this of 
something that has passed through our own 
consciousness? It is doubtless true that many 
a pastor who is now comfortably (or otherwise) 
settled in the home field was, in the first place, 
strongly inclined towards the regions that are 
beyond. It is hardly just to look back upon 
those feelings as the visionary and romantic 
notions of youth, when they were no more than 
properly belonged to the childlike freshness 
and faith of our first love. The after-thoughts 
were more prudent, more calculating and 
worldly-wise, but not more Christian, than the 
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first promptings. There is something true to 
nature —the renewed nature — in that feeling 
so often expressed by young converts, “ I wish 
I could bea missionary!” Though such feel- 
ings are generally repressed and discouraged, 
they are sometimes allowed to have their per- 
fect work ; and the result is a life of noble toil 
and usefulness in preaching the gospel to the 
heathen. Incherishing these early missionary 
impulses, and following them out in the life- 
work, it becomes evident that one serves well 
the cause of Christ. Is it equally evident that 
the same commendation is due to those who 
decide against a missionary life? One may 
be just as unselfish, and just as useful, in the 
home field; but there is occasion for careful 
scrutiny of motives in the matter. When we 
make choice on the side of comfort and con- 
venience, and the least amount of sacrifice, we 
need to be very sure that these things have 
not influenced our choice. 

One way to make this sure, it would seem, 
is that we abate nothing from our interest in 
the missionary cause. The work we decide, 
let us hope with good reason and good con- 
science, not to take upon our hands, should 
still lie close to our hearts. Our obligation to 
see that the work goes on, instead of being 
diminished by our staying at home while others 
go to the front, is rather increased. The work 
must be done: we feel that. We have had for 
ourselves some drawings towards it, but have 
decided that our duty is at home; but we are 
bound to the support of the missionary cause. 
We are bound by the necessity of the work, 
and by our gratitude to those who are person- 
ally engaged in it as we are not. They are 
our brethren and our messengers, doing duty 
for us and the cause we love ; and we will not 
fail them. Burdens they have which we can- 
not share; but that makes us the more willing 
to take upon us so much of their burden as 
may be borne here at home. Such things as 
we can do, which will be a relief to them, anda 
help and furtherance in their work, are an obli- 
gation upon us which we ought gladly to ac- 
cept; thus “bearing one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfilling the law of Christ.” 

During our late war, some of us wished to 
enter the service, but were prevented by the 
calls of duty at home. Had we, therefore, 
nothing to do with carryingon the war? Were 
our obligations less than those who were doing 
battle in the field? Nay, we felt a double obli- 
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gation, —duty to our country, and gratitude to 
those who were serving in our stead and in our 
behalf. Our hearts leaped at the chance of 
doing something and sending something for 
the soldiers’ needs. So do we feel towards the 
noble band of missionaries, who go where we 
cannot, but where somebody must. When one 
enters upon the missionary life, he seems to 
fulfil his duty, and there is no further question; 
but, when one remains at home, there is and 
ought to be a constant inquiry, “Is there not 
something more that we can do to give the 
gospel to the heathen?” Thus, to the home 
pastor, the fact that he himself has not entered 
the missionary service, brings an increased 
measure and sense of obligation to the mis. 
sionary cause. 


III. 


How can this obligation be fulfilled? \t 
has already been partly indicated. The pastor 
has many things to do for foreign missions, 
without which the work can progress but 
feebly. It would be limited to the powers 
and resources of the few who actually go as 
missionaries.“ Their success at best is small 
enough compared with the greatness and ur- 
gency of the cause; but tocut them off from 
their base of supplies, and columns of support, 
to isolate them from the churches at home, 
would be disastrous indeed; and not more 
disastrous to missions than to the churches, 
It is for the pastors to maintain the connec- 
tions. 

To go somewhat into details, it is the pas- 
tor’s duty to remind his people often of the 
great outlying world without Christ ; to keep 
them informed as to missionary operations ; 
to secure their contributions of money, and to 
encourage special and earnest prayer for the 
cause; to see that the subject is brought be- 
fore them to a reasonable extent as faithfully 
as any home interests ; to foster the mission- 
ary spirit among the youth, with a view to the 
sending-forth of more laborers, —in short, to 
give hearty encouragement and support in all 
possible ways. These are the things which be- 


long to the pastor: they are the least he can 
do to fulfil his obligations to foreign missions. 
As much as this is required, if not the one 
other thing, “ Go ye.” 

But are not these the very things for which 
missionary societies are organized, and secre- 
taries and treasurers and boards appointed ? 
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Yes ; and we, the pastors of all the churches, 

are so many arms of the organization. These 

societies seem necessary; but they are de- 

signed to take no man’s work out of his 

hands, — only to secure more work, and make 

it all tell to the best advantage. The officers 

only receive their appointments from their 

brethren, while we all are called to do the 

same things by Him who has called us to 

preach the gospel. Like Paul, we have re- 

ceived it from Christ, and not from men. 

From the great Head of the Church, we and 

the society officers have like powers and du- 

ties, in being set to teach and have oversight 

of others ; while from men they have appoint- 

ments to the missionary rooms, and we to our 
respective churches. In regard to missions, 

their work is ours; but they will not lack em- 
ployment by our being faithful. They will 
labor more abundantly and more successfully. 
The great commission binds us all; and what- 
ever our station, — pastor, secretary, or mis- 
sionary, — we are working under it. 

A great weight of responsibility, is this ? 
Yes, and as precious as it is great. For thus 
we the pastors, each in his little ‘field, are 
workers together with the missionaries in the 
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conversion of the.world to God. That work 
will be done ; it will go on to completion: and 
can we let it go on without us? It will 
not satisfy us at the last to say, ““ We preached 
in our parish, and others in theirs.” Rather 
will it delight us to think that we had eacha 
personal and active connection with the larger 
operations by which the world was won. No 
pastor can be too zealous in the duties of his 
own field; but let us remember that that is 
only a small part of a great work. If itisa 
satisfaction to us that “there is joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth,” and there- 
fore over the few who repent under our per- 
sonal labors, there will be a greater joy when 
the end of missions shall be reached, — 
when the fulness of the Gentiles shall have 
come in, and the house of Israel shall know 
their Messiah, and the whole work of redemp- 
tion on earth shall be done. For this the 
world in the long suffering of God has waited ; 
for this was the travail of Jesus’ soul; and in 
seeing this he shall be satisfied. In the satis- 
faction, the joy, the triumph, of that com- 
pleted work, we shall share according as 
we now feel its obligations, and heed its 
Calls. 


FRANCE, 


In 1837 an interment was disturbed at Gen- 
lis. In 1841 there was persecution at Meux. 
In 1843 a colporteur was cited before the 
judge, and meetings prohibited. 

Several preachers were interrupted in their 
religious services by the local authorities. 
Petitions for toleration were sent to the gov- 
ernment; but the mayors, controlled by the 
Catholic priests, continued to annoy the breth- 
ren by repeated fines and imprisonments. 
Restrictions on worship in many places pro- 
duced a disheartening effect. The chapel at 
Genlis was kept closed for eleven years by 
public authority. 

Lafére was, for some time, the scene of 
active opposition. In 1846 Mr. Lepoids was 
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imprisoned for preaching the gospel there ; and 
for three years the members were forced to 
hold their meetings in the woods and stone- 
quarries. 

Dec. 3, 1846, Mr. Boileau, while preaching 
at Servais, was seized, and put into prison at 
Lafére. In May, 1847, the brethren at Genlis 
suffered persecution; Messrs. Lepoids and 
Besin were imprisoned eight days. The same 
year some of the assistants were fined. In 
1850-1, opposition was aroused at Lyons and 
St. Etienne, also at Danisy. In 1852 prohibi- 
tory laws were passed, suppressing Baptist 
churches, and forbidding religious meetings. 
In 1856 persecution prevailed in Chauny 
and Lafére, and in the departments de |’Aisne 
and de l’Aise. 

When worship was first commenced in 
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Lyons, there was such violent opposition that 
it was found necessary to remove to another 
part of the city. In 1852 a decree of the 
government prohibited any meeting for any 
purpose of more than twenty persons without 
a license,—a decree which had a disastrous 
influence on religious meetings. 

The chapel in Chauny was closed by public 
authority for fourteen years, and the members 
were not allowed to hold meetings in it. A 
Romish priest, in order to prevent an audience 
from hearing a funeral sermon in a church- 
yard, with his own hands violently rung the 
church-bell ; but his zeal overshot the mark, 
for the bell only called together a larger com- 
pany to hear the truth from the stentorian 
voice of the preacher. 


GREECE, 


In December, 1841, Mr. Buel was assaulted 
by a mob for distributing tracts on a festival 
day. ‘To escape the fury of the populace, he 
was sent by advice of the governor to Athens, 
and afterwards removed to Smyrna and Malta. 
In December, 1842, a mob assailed the house 
of the native converts at Patras. They were 
a second time assailed by a mob at Patras 
Jan. 3, 1843. Oct. 30, 1847, Mr. Buel’s school 
at Pirceus was dismissed by a requisition of 
the government, and himself summoned before 
the court, and fined, Nov. 19, for giving in- 
struction on the sabbath. In August, 1850, 
persecution was felt at Zante. In 1874, a 
school, opened by Mrs. Sakellarios, was closed 
by the government, because her Christian 
teaching was disapproved. 


GERMANY. 


The first baptism in connection with the 
mission to Germany was performed at mid- 
night, under the friendly light of the stars, at 
Altona, because on account of government 
restrictions it could not be administered in 
Hamburg. In 1838 several members of the 
church in Oldenburg suffered fines and im- 
prisonment. In April, 1839, the senate of 
Hamburg forbade Mr. Oncken to administer 
the Lord’s Supper, or to hold meetings ; anda 
subsequent decree prohibited any one from 
attending Mr. Oncken’s family worship, except 
his own household. Mr. Liicken made a mis- 
sionary tour through parts of Prussia, Hanover, 
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and Saxony, in the course of which he was 
imprisoned twice, and compelled finally to re. 
turn to his native town. In May, 1839, Mr, 
Oncken was arrested and imprisoned ; but, to 
use his own words, the period of his imprison. 
ment was “one long sabbath of rest, and ot 
communion with Christ and with God and 
with saints on earth and in heaven.” 

In 1840 persecution prevailed at Bitterfeld, 
Jever,and in all East Friesland. In June, 
1841, Adolph and Peter Moenster were im- 
prisoned at Copenhagen, and kept in prison a 
whole year ; the ecclesiastical and civil power 
seemed united to suppress the truth in Den- 
mark, The brothers Moenster were impris- 
oned a second time, and fined to such an extent 
that all their worldly goods were sold to enable 
them to satisfy the demand. Persecution also 
prevailed in Vierlanden, Doebeln, Belitz, Leip- 
sic, and Baireuth. All persons at Aalborg, 
baptized subsequently to Dec. 27, 1842, were 
sentenced to be fined. The converts in Oth- 
freesen and Oldenburg were annoyed and 
fined. In 1842 the meetings at Berlin were 
broken up ; at Bitterfeld the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper was forbidden ; the pastor 
of Baireuth was threatened, and the members 
in Marburg in Hesse were fined. The same 
year baptisms in the open air in Berlin were 
prohibited. 

In May, 1843, Mr. Oncken was again put 
into prison at Lockstedt, for administering the 
sacraments. In 1843 persecution prevailed 
in Hanover, Oldenburg, Jever, &c. Mr. San- 
der and his mother were imprisoned. In May, 
1844, P. Moenster was ayain imprisoned at 
Copenhagen, Subsequently Mr. Oncken was 
ordered to leave Berlin, Prussia, whither he 
went to render a service to the church, In 
June, 1844, the pastor at Langeland was im- 
prisoned, The same was true in Memel and 
in Othfreesen. Persecution prevailed in the 
duchy of Oldenburg, at Seegefeld, and in 
other places. The little church at Marburg 
in Hesse stood the fire of persecution for five 
years. 

In 1845 the pastor in Denmark was impris- 
oned for the fifth time. In 1846 persecution 
raged at several points, particularly in Prussia. 
In 1850 persecution commenced afresh in 
Mecklenburg. 

At Copenhagen the Baptists were distrained 
of their goods till they had not enough furni- 
ture for housekeeping. An American clergy- 


18 
| 
m4 
wi 
ro 
dis 
| it 
re 
fr 
a 
at 
c 
t 

f 


1875.] 


man dining with Mr. Moenster was struck 
with the bare and poor appearance of the sur- 
roundings ; and, putting his hand beneath, he 
discovered that a door had been taken from 
its hinges, and laid across an empty flour-bar- 
rel, and on this substitute for a table their 
frugal repast was spread. 

In April, 1851, seventeen converts, nine men 
and eight women, were imprisoned in the jail 
at Vienna. This year there were persecutions 
in Baden, Stolzenburg, and Mecklenburg. 
Mr. Wegener was arrested at Ludwigslust, and 
cast into prison. In 1852 Mr. Oncken was 
arrested in Berlin, and expelled from the city ; 
this year fines were imposed on the ministers 
at Stettin, Memel, Tilsit, Eisseln, Stolzenburg, 
Bitterfeld, Saalfeld, and Reetz. Meetings 
were interdicted in Hanover and Hesse. In 
1853-4 persecution prevailed in Shaumburg- 
Lippe, Buckeburg, Ludwigslust, Mecklenburg, 
&c. Messrs. Bolzmann and Miiller were put 
in prison in April, 1854. Mr. Wegener was 
made a state prisoner for life. Mr. Bolzmann 
was long kept in priSon in Buckeburg. In 
1855, in Courland, in Southern Russia, the 
preacher was thrown into prison. In 1856 
there were persecutions in Dalarna (Sweden), 
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Pomerania, Bladiau, Saalfeld, Stolzenburg, 
Ihren, Mecklenburg, &c. In Ludwigslust the 
whole church was summoned before the court. 
In 1857 opposition still prevailed in Denmark, 
Hesse, Ludwigslust, Friedland, and Switzer- 
land; and in 1858in Prussiaand Hanover. In 
1869, in Southern Russia, several converts 
were sent in chains in winter a hundred and 
fifty miles to the provinces where they be- 
longed. In 1861 three Baptist brethren in 
Southern Russia were bound and imprisoned. 

The bitter persecutions which have taken 
place in Poland, Southern Russia, and Turkey 
are recent events. Mr. Alf, a Polish mis- 
sionary, has suffered imprisonment eleven 
times within five years, but steadfastly pursues 
his work, 


INDIANS. 


At the Withington (Creek) station in Alaba- 
ma, in 1828, the slaves of the Indians were 
seized and scourged for attending even pri- 
vately the means of grace. In 1860 Rev. J. 
B. Jones was notified by government authori- 
ties to leave the territory of the Cherokees by 
a given date, and retired into Illinois. 


[It will be seen by the following Ictter of Prof. Rauschen- 
busch, that our brethren in Russia are still suffering from 
persecution, We had hoped better things. Itis a sad com- 
mentary on the Christianity of Russia, that it is even more 
intolerant than the Buddhism of Asia. This letter was written 
to “The Examiner and Chronicle,’ from which we copy as a 
matter of interest to all our readers. — Ep. Mac.] 


AxouT two months ago the “ Association of 
Baptist churches in Southern Russia ” met at 
Neustadt. Over fifteen hundred persons at- 
tended the preaching, and several hundred 
communicants partook of the Lord’s Supper. 
It was a great time for the infant churches 
there. The /sfrawaik, or chief officer of the 
district, was present at all the meetings, mani- 
fested the liveliest interest in the reception of 
members, baptism, love-feast, and all other pro- 
ceedings, asked questions in order correctly to 
understand every thing, and conversed very 


RECENT PERSECUTIONS AGAINST THE BAPTISTS IN RUSSIA. 


GERMAN BAPTISTS IN 


RUSSIA. 


kindly with the delegate from the Prussian 
Association, Rev. H. Berneike of Koenigs- 
berg, the oldest and most prominent of the 
pastors who were present. He afterwards 
sent to St. Petersburg a report of the whole 
very favorable to the Baptists. 

This shows that in the Russian Govern- 
ment and its officials there is no inherent hos- 
tility against the Baptists and their principles. 
Still it must be taken into account that all the 
meetings at Neustadt were conducted in the 
German language. Though the excellent 
Russian preacher Iwan Raboshabka, and 
some other Russians, were present, the vast 
majority of those assembled were Germans, 
who formerly had been either Lutherans or 
Memnonites, and who had become Baptists 
within the last few years. Why should the 


Russian Government oppose this change ? 
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RUSSIAN BAPTISTS. 


Totally different, in the eyes of Russian 
Officials, is the case of Baptists of the Russian 
nationality and language, who heretofore have 
been members of the Greek Church. These 
the priesthood looks upon not only as apostates 
from the “holy orthodox Church,” but as its 
most dangerous and pernicious enemies. No 
wonder, therefore, that, while the German Bap- 
tists are tolerated, the Russian Baptists, 
through the powerful influence of the Greek 
priesthood, continue to be persecuted both by 
the civil officers and by the rabble. 

Last spring the joyful news went through 
the religious press that the prisoners arrested 
for conscience’ sake in Southern Russia had 
been liberated. This was, indeed, the case 
with a majority of them, but not with all. 
Moreover, new arrests have since been made. 
And, what is worst, the most stringent meas- 
ures have been taken by the authorities to 
prevent all meetings of the Russian Baptists, 
a large military force occupying all the villages 
in which they live. Most of the villages are 
situated in the district of Tarashtcha, depart- 
ment of Kiew. Owing, perhaps, to the fact 
that Kiew, the ancient metropolis of the 
Greek Church in Russia, is considered as a 
“holy city,” bigotry and superstition are 
stronger and more violent in the department 
of Kiew, than in the department of Cherson, 
where there are Russian Baptists too. And 
yet those in the latter department are bap- 
tized, while those around Kiew are not be- 
cause up to the present they could not get 
an administrator, the German Baptists being 
too far distant. They are therefore known as 
Stundists only, i.e.,as people who hold prayer- 
meetings; from the German word Stunde, i.e. 
hour (of prayer). 

As I have recently received letters from 
three brethren in different places of Southern 
Russia, all of them reliable men, I deem it my 
duty to communicate to the Christian public 
the contents of these letters. I do this mainly 
with a view to stir up all that love the Lord, 
and worship him in spirit and in truth, to pray 
earnestly and incessantly for their persecuted 
brethren in Russia. At the same time I cher- 
ish the hope that this account may fall into the 
hands of such as have it in their power to 

communicate it to the higher officers of the 
Russian Government, so that they may see 


\ 


how their subordinates are acting contrary to 
the wishes of the emperor, to the nobler as- 
pirations of educated Russians, and even to 
the Russian laws. | 


SEVERITY OF THEIR PERSECUTIONS, 


The first of my correspondents states that 
to the prisoners in Kiew and vicinity a 
messenger was sent from their brethren in 
another part of the country. By the good hand 
of God he succeeded in coming unobserved 
near the villages where they live. With great 
caution he made inquiry for the Stundists, and 
soon found one of them, who led him to the 
others. He saw several women whose hus- 
bands are still in prison, being thrown into the 
most dismal dungeons, where only murderers 
are kept, and to which nobody has access, 
One of the prisoners has recently died, re- 
maining steadfast to the end; his wife had just 
returned from his funeral. 

The place where the messenger met these 
brethren and sisters was in a forest, for there 
only could they be safe from constables and 
spies. They wept for joy as he told them that 
he was sent to them by their fellow-believers. 
They imagined nobody knew of or cared for 
them. So when they learned that others at 
many different places, even in distant coun- 
tries, prayed for them, they felt greatly 
strengthened. They valued this sympathy 
higher than the money which the messenger 
carried to them. One sister, when she re- 
ceived aid, wept bitterly, saying, “ Would God 
that my poor husband, in his prison, could get 
some of it!” But this is impossible. 

Nearly all these good people are very poor, 
and live by the labor of their hands. They 
suffer in various ways from the injustice and 
oppression of their persecutors. The priests 
forbid people to give them work, or to pay 
them full wages. The magistrates for various 
alleged offences fine them, and seize their prop- 
erty. One brother, for conducting a meeting, 
had from two to three hundred roubles’ worth 
taken from him. Still, amidst all these perse- 
cutions, the number of converts has greatly 
increased. 

Such are the communications of the mes- 
senger, contained in a letter of Aug. 18. A 
more recent letter from Russia, dated Oct. 20, 
adds the following highly interesting particu- 
lars, taken from the oral statements of two 
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brethren sent by the Stundists to their fellow- 
believers in other places. The names and 
whereabouts of both these brethren are given, 
but for obvious reasons I omit them. One of 
the two has been a prisoner considerably over 
a year. They say, “At Kiew six brethren 
and two sisters are still in prison, who have 
been there over two years. The Golownaya 
palata (high court) had sentenced them only 
to half a year’s imprisonment; but the Pro- 
curor (proctor) thought this insufficient, and 
appealed to the senate and the ministry for a 
prolongation of the arrest. Now the poor 
prisoners were constantly told, ‘No answer 
has yet come from St. Petersburg,’ and thus 
they have been lying in prison over two 
years. They are kept in a dungeon designed 
only for such murderers as show themselves 
untractable, and even such may lawfully be 
kept there for three days only. But these 
prisoners for conscience’ sake have had to 
suffer here for so long a time, in very narrow 
cells, into which but a faint glimmer of light 
can penetrate. ‘ 

“A brother by the name of Baladan, who 
has been recently dismissed from prison, has 
been subjected to still greater severity. He 
was one of the leaders in the religious revival. 
For this offence he was thrown into a cell just 
large enough to permit him to lie down, and 
rest with his feet drawn up; but this was 
made impossible by chains on his hands and 
feet, a large iron ring around his body, and a 
smaller one around his neck, both being con- 
nected by an iron bar. His hands being fas- 
tened to the ceiling, he had to stand erect for 
twenty-four hours. This cruel chastisement 
was inflicted on him about ten times. He has 
been in prison two years and a half, at Odessa, 
Tarashtcha, and Kiew. His eyesight and hear- 
ing have been permanently injured by the cruel 
treatment he has received. 

“As has been intimated already, those 
brethren mainly were arrested who knew the 
Scriptures, and were most earnest in exhorting 
others to flee from the wrath to come, and for 
this had been indicted by the priests. Of the 
imprisoned brethren, those only after some 
time were dismissed who were not accused of 
having spoken against image-worship. 
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“ The Stundists who are not imprisoned are 
by no means exempt from sufferings. At 
Kossiakowska, in the district of Tarashtcha, 
on the first day of Whitsuntide, the S¢aros- 
éa (squire) of the village went into the meeting 
of the brethren, and told them the /sprawnik 
of the district had authorized him to whip 
them. So six brethren and six sisters were 
taken out of the meeting, tied to a wind- 
mill near the tavern, and beaten with canes, 
the brethren on their bare backs. They re- 
ceived from forty-eight to fifty stripes, the sis- 
ters from twenty-five to thirty, both until the 
blood flowed. In addition to this terrible cru- 
elty the brethren were fined; but a Jewish 
lawyer got them free from the fine, for which 
act of kindness they had to pay him a fee of 
thirty roubles. 


POPULAR VIOLENCE. 


“The magistrates showing so great enmity, 
it is no wonder that all wicked people, who hate 
godliness, feel encouraged to commit all sorts 
of outrages against the Stundists. Their doors 
are broken open, their windows and domestic 
utensils are dashed to pieces, their persons 
are shamefully maltreated, some of the rabble 
riding on their necks or backs, others tearing 
their hair, &c. 

“ On the 11th and 12th of August, the JZe- 
tropolitan (bishop) visited them, in order to 
‘entangle them in their talk’ before the people. 
But they gave him so pointed answers from 
the word of God, that the bystanders were 
astonished. If time did permit, some of their 
answers might be stated. Suffice it to say 


_ that they know the New Testament thor- 


oughly, and always quote chapter and verse of 
any important passage. 

“These Stundists in the vicinity of Kiew 
are not yet baptized. But nearly all hold Bap- 
tist sentiments, and look upon Baptists as 
their brethren.” 

My correspondent, who communicates the 
above, concludes with the following : “‘ Would 
God that help might come to these good breth- 
ren in their present great sufferings! Surely 


they need speedy relief from so severe trials.” 


A. RAUSCHENBUSCH. 
Rocugstsr, Dec. 21, 1874. 
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


INDIA, 
Blission to the Teloogoos. 


LETTER FROM Mr. WILLIAMS. 


RamapatTam, Oct. 22, 1874. 

REPORTS OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL. — 
We have used the utmost economy in expending 
our appropriations, as our report will show, and 
all of the missionaries testify : s/#// we are in deli. 

You may think that we could run the seminary 
with a less number of teachers. Let me explain. 
One of the teachers is my personal teacher, and 
gives but an hour a day to the seminary. Another 
is Miss Peabody’s moonshi, and gives us the re- 
mainder of his time. Of course they cost the 
seminary but little. The other two spend their 
whole time in the school. 

We have supported forty-six men the greater 
part of the year, seventeen having families that 
must be cared for while they give themselves to 
study, for they are all very poor. Their wives have 
come into as many of the classes as they could, 
and have made grand progress, particularly in the 
Bible, outstripping some of the young men. 

Our students, as a whole, are men of consider- 
able promise, and are anxious to study; but what 
are we to say to them? The little churches are 
calling for men all the time, so much so that I 
have hard work to keep a man here after he has 
studied long enough to gain even a general knowl- 
edge of God’s word. Shall we say to these men, 
“Go to your villages: we have no money to feed 
you”? Must our people starve for want of men to 
preach the word of life? We need more than a 
hundred men now ; and shall we be compelled to 
send part of those we have away, instead of in- 
creasing the number as we should do ? 


FRoM Mr, Downie. 
NELLOoRE, Oct. 23, 1874. 

A VeEar In InpiA. — By the time this reaches 
you our first year in India will have passed. It 
has been truly an eventful year in our history. 
We have had less of leisure and the comforts of 
civilization, but more of .real blessedness in God’s 
service, than in any previous year of our lives. 

The blessings of God to us have been too nume- 
rous to mention all. Of a few only we may speak. 
First of all, our Father has graciously kept us in 
good health during most of the year. The unusual 
strain laid upon us after Dr. Jewett’s departure 


compelled us to seek rest for a few weeks in our 
mission retreat at Udayagiri. This rest enabled 
us to prosecute our work with renewed energy. 

There has been an evident growth among our 
people in the spirit of Christian work, especially 
in that part of it which consists in giving. It is 
well known how poor our people are; but we 
began our work among them with the firm convic- 
tion that none were so poor but that they could do 
something for Christ. We believed then, and the 
conviction grows upon us, that the time must come 
when this whole Teloogoo field will be covered with 
independent, self-supporting churches, each with its 
own native pastor. Towards this end we revived 
the old plan of systematic giving on the part of the 
charch ; that is, we expect of every member of 
the church a monthly payment of something, if it 
is not more than a pie (quarter cent). ‘This collec- 
tion is taken BY NAME on the first Sunday of each 
month. The plan is working well. Some give 
with an evident pleasure, and the number of such 
cheerful givers we trust is increasing. 

As the Nellore church is not yet required to pay 
its own pastor, a part of the monthly collections is 
devoted to the support of our wil/zge schools ; the 
rest is used to meet the incidental expenses of the 
chapel, such as oil, mats, &c. Of these village 
schools we have three in successful operation, and 
are about to open a fourth. The teachers of these 
schools receive from the church three rupees a 
month, and we require the village people to pay 
them as much more. Thus each teacher gets about 
six rupees a month, or about three dollars, 

We are looking with great expectations to our 
work among the children and youth of our people. 
It is hard to straighten crooked trees when once 
grown up, but tender saplings may be either 
straightened or twisted. The hope of any people 
is its youth, but this is emphatically true of the 
Teloogoos. 

Our compound school has recently been re- 
organized into classes under what is known as the 
“Government Result System.” By this means we 
hope eventually to make the schoo! comparatively 
self-sustaining. This, however, will take some 
years of hard labor. 

The girls’ school is growing in numbers and 
efficiency. I doubt if there is a more promising 
feature in our whole field than this girls’ school. 
Mrs. Downie is giving it much of her attention ; 
but, to make it all it ought to be, we need at once a 
lady teacher to give it her whole time. 

Our accommodations for these schools are 
miserable. We have nothing but the chapel built 
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nearly forty years ago. It is badly out of repair ; 
and, if any thing like justice is done to the Nellore 
field, it must soon be replaced by a new one, 
But, independent of this, we need IMMEDIATELY a 
more suitable building for our schools. 

We rejoice greatly that the “ Woman’s Society 
of the Kast ” have become interested in our work 
for women and girls. We shall welcome to our 
hearts and home the lady teacher promised us as 
soon as the suitable one can be found. If she 
comes with a proper spirit, with an ardent love for 
Christ and her degraded sisters among the Teloo- 
goos, I can assure her she will find ample scope 
for her noblest efforts, and I am sure she will find 
it a blessed work. 

Notwithstanding the many hinderances thrown 
in our path, we have made, we think, fair progress 
in the language. I had hoped to visit a part of 
this large field during the present cool season, 
But I have no tent, and no money to buy one. Is 
there not a sabbath school or church who will send 
me atent? It will cost two hundred dollars. I 
cannot even /ook at my field till I get one, 


LETTER FROM Mrs. DOWNIE. 


NELLORE, Oct. 28, 1874. 

GrraT FLoop. —It is with great sadness that I 
pen these few lines. We are in the midst of fam- 
ine and desolation, The greatest flood Nellore 
has ever known has visited it, and we are among 
the sufferers. The Penaar River, which runs 
about haif a mile back of our compound, has been 
much swollen for several weeks, in consequence 
of the many rains of late, and the rush of water 
from the west. About nine days ago the monsoon 
burst, and it rained heavily and continuously for 
five days. On Sunday, immediately after service, 
word came that the village next us was flooded, 
as the river had burst its banks. In a short time 
the mud walls of the native houses gave way, and 
our Christians came into the compound with their 
families, and all that was left of their earthly pos- 
sessions. We did not fear at first that the com- 
pound would sustain much loss, for the walls were 
in good order, and the servants and students (boys 
and girls) were out in the driving rain ready to 
mend any breach. In the afternoon the large tank 
directly west of us burst its banks, and then a per- 
fect flood rushed upon us. The walls gave way, 
and in a short time we were surrounded by water 
rushing past with great velocity. Nothing could 
be done but sit quietly by, and watch the work of 
destruction. One after one our compound houses 
went down. The only one left standing is Cana- 
kiah’s, one end of which is the boarding-school 
quarters. Our house is badly damaged, the walls 


cracked, foundations weakened, and roof leaking 
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No water entered the chapel; but the wash of the 
water so damaged the walls, that it is very doubt- 
ful if it stands through the next burst of the mon- 
soon, expected the middle of November. The 
superintendent of police was here this morning, 
and said he thought it should come down at once, 
before it falls. And yet that is the only place in 
which our compound people have to live at pres- 
ent. There is great distress all through the town, 
about half of which is down. Provisions will be 
scarce for a while, and very dear. We fed our 
fifty people for three days. Three of the rooms in 
the bungalow were filled, besides the chapel and 
the verandas. 


Rlission to the Rarens. 
LETTER FROM KAK CHER. 
[A native Karen preacher.] 


SHWAYGYEEN, Oct. 2, 1874. 

I HAVE many times attempted to inform our 
friends in America, through you, how we are get- 
ting along in our work at Shwaygyeen, but have 
failed to do it. To-day, in the midst of my work, 
I will break in and write a little. The work in 
this place is slow; but it is steadily progressing. 
The dry season after my return, and the last one, 
I spent in travelling among the heathen. Many 
of the villages which I visited had never before 
been visited by a preacher. I found many of the 
young men and women, and many boys and girls, 
who were anxious to learn to read. Many of them 
promised to come this rainy season to study ; but 
many of them have failed to do so on account of 
the small-pox. Some came, and went back again. 
Last year I baptized eight; this year, at the close 
of our school, I baptized twelve. All of these 
converts were our scholars except two. Five of 
the number were heathen children when they came 
to our school last year ; and I am happy to say that 
they found their Saviour this year. Dear friends, 
you see the Lord has blessed our work. The seed 
which we are sowing has already begun to spring 
up, and we hope it will grow little by little until it 
will show forth its fruit. The heathen are now 
waking up from their long sleep. Sometimes they 
come and ask us to go and preach to them. Last 
year, at the association, one man asked for a 
teacher ; and, before the rainy season came, I went. 
up to visit him. He then asked for baptism ; but 
I did not baptize him, for I thought he had better 
wait until he had a little more knowledge of the 
Christian religion. At another place they had 
already cut their chapel-posts ; but the small-pox 
broke up their village, and they were scattered 
here and there, sa they were unable to build a 
chapel, 
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This rainy season one man came and asked for 
a teacher: so we sent one to stay with him for the 
present. 

The work is extending day by day ; and we hope 
the time will come when these hillsides shall 
re-echo with the voices of praise toGod. I cannot 
forget to express my gratitude to the Missionary 
Union, and to the churches in America, for their 
kindness in helping me during the time of my dis- 
tress and want. Such kindness cannot be ex- 
pressed by words or language, neither can it be 
repaid. I simply say, May the honor and glory 
of the everlasting crown be your final reward! 


to Assam. 
LETTER FROM Dr. BRONSON. 


Gowanatl, Nov. 23, 1874. 

New TRIBES. —If you have a map of Assam, 
you will see the location cf two wild, savage tribes 
on the north of the Brahmapootra, called the 
“ Dufflas”” and the “ Abors.” Some of us have 
often longed to give them the gospel; but they 
have been so savage, and suspicious of every 
white man, that the door has been shut. Latterly 
they have been making raids upon certain villages, 
murdering some, and carrying off into slavery 
others of the people under British protection. 

A large force is just starting to penetrate their 
hills, and demand satisfaction. Let us hope that 
the door may now be opened to give them the gos- 
pel. Our mission ought tobe able to follow up 
with the messages of peace. 

We have, now and then, instances of the power 
of the gospel in this dark land, that greatly 
strengthen our faith. Recently a man named 
Satoloo came to see me, who greatly interested 
me. He had listened to the gospel preached by 
our native brother Kandura in his own village. 
He believed, came into Gowahati, and was bap- 
tized by Bro. Comfort. He returned to his own 
village ; and, as he could read, he spent much time 
in reading the Scriptures and tracts to his brothers 
and neighbors. His wife, and all in his village, 
listened at first. But a few weeks ago their little 
daughter, their only child, died ; whereupon the 
mother, and all the neighbors who had listened to 
the reading of the Scriptures, turned against him, 
and refused to listen. Said they, “ What proof is 
there that your God is any better than our deities ? 
If he loves you, why has your child died? You 
ought never to be sick, or to lack food and cloth- 
ing or anything.” They forbade his entering their 
houses, drove him from the house he lived in, and 
refused to assist in the burial of his child. His 
wife threatened to leave him. The poor man 
buried his child alone, built a little hut in another 
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place, persuaded his heathen wife to return, and 
there, amid constant persecution, he has lived, 
still reading and explaining the Scriptures to al] 
who would listen. He and his wife had cultivated 
a piece of land, which was nearly ready to har- 
vest. He could get no help to pay his tax. He 
came in and asked for work to earn the amount. 
I gave him work ; and evening after evening he 
came with his Testament to read and study, so 
that he might explain it to his people. I sent him 
away with a supply of books, and told him to hold 
on, and ask God to help him bear all reproach, 
and make him the means of bringing many of 
his people to Christ. This is the sort of persons 
that I want to gather into our normal school and 
theological class, to become teachers and preachers, 

Another case: An elderly man from Hindoostan, 
a regular attendant on our sabbath worship, came 
tome with the Gospels in Hindoostanee, saying that 
he could read that, but he wanted the Gospels in 
Assamese. He was learning Assamese that he 
might fully understand all that was said at the 
sabbath worship. 

He said that his father and his grandfather were 
Christians. I said, “ Perhaps you are a Christian 
in name merely.” He looked at me earnestly, and 
replied, ‘‘Z do love Probhu [the Lord]. In the 
Sepoy mutiny, the Mohammedans threatened to 
kill me if I said I was a Christian; but I bared 
my neck, and said, ‘Cut, but I will not deny 
Probhu. ’” 

I trust that he is not the only one among our 
native Christians who would prove themselves 
possessed of the faith of the martyrs. 


Mission to China. 
LETTER FROM Dr. ASHMORE. 


[Under date of Nov. 5, Dr. Ashmore writes from Swatow 
the following deeply interesting letter.) 


THEOLOGICAL CLass. — The communion week 
just passed has been attended with particulars of 
special interest. The class of evangelists went 
over their biblical exercises with profit. Mr. Par- 
tridge has them still occupied in discussing the 
parables. I have borne my share of the work in 
reviewing with them the topics of some of their 
sermons during the last two months. 


BaptismMs.—On Saturday ten candidates for 
baptism presented themselves. Two of them 
were unsatisfactory in consequence of their being 
not so much doers of the word as hearers only. 
We hope better things of them next time, and 
things that accompany salvation. A third case 
was a sort of proselyte of the gate, having a mem- 
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bership elsewhere, but professing to have discov- 
ered that he had not come into the fold at the 
proper entrance. His motives we wholly distrust, 
and have reason to think something apart from an 
honest conviction that immersion alone is baptism 
led him to make his application, The remaining 
seven were accepted: their experiences had the 
usual characteristics. There was only the faint be- 
ginning of a spiritual life. They had a hold only 
of a few essentials which formed the first prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ, and even these 
they apprehended with more or less feebleness. 
Going on to perfection is a slowand toilsome work 
in every case, especially so with those who start 
under such adverse surroundings as do heathen 
converts. 

The baptizing was done by A. In Sinsy in 
a manner very creditable to himself. At the time 
of their ordination, both A In and A Sun (now in 
heaven) assisted in administering the ordinance, 
but on that occasion he did not prove himself a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed. Since 
then he has had some practice, at inland stations, 
and now does his work in a way that would be ac- 
ceptable even to fastidious observers at home. 


CHURCH MEETING. — The business meeting on 
Saturday was conducted entirely by themselves. 
Mr. Partridge and myself, as well as Miss Fielde 
and Mrs. Partridge, were present, and sat quietly 
on one side. When we had occasion to say a 
word, we did so the same as any of the others. If 
they had any matter on which they wished to make 
inquiry of us, they did so, and continued their 
meeting in their own way. We filled the office of 
a sinking fund for them to draw on when their own 
resources failed. The fact of our being in a posi- 
tion to sit apart on the occasion of a business 
meeting like this was both to Mr. Partridge and 
myself a matter of real congratulation. The 
church has by no means reached its manhood ; but 
it is approaching its teens, and beginning to dis- 
pense with leading-strings. 


In REGARD TO SCHOOLS. — But what interested 
me more than any thing else on this occasion was 
the action taken by the church in favor of schools, 
The moderator, Hu Sinsy, in a few well-chosen 
words put before them the duty of beginning, at least, 
to co-operate in the work so often pressed upon 
their attention, and told them the church should do 
something as a church, not only for the education 
of their boys, but of their girls as well; and, fur- 
ther, that in the future there should be a school 
for both boys and girls, which they could say was 
THEIRS. Accordingly they voted to pay out of 
their collection fund a part of the salary of one 
teacher for boys, and another for girls. True, the 
amount so given would not go far, but getting a 
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start with the wedge in this crevice is a great 
gain, 

Mrs. Partridge had already commenced a girls’ 
school, and would have continued it had they not 
taken such action. She will not be materially re- 
lieved by this small appropriation; but she gladly 
welcomes this expression of interest in a girls’ 
school, which has never been given in the past, 
and which we hope will lead to important results 
in the future. A teacher for the boys was agreed 
upon by themselves the same day; and the boys’ 
school will be commenced at once, under the super- 
intendence of Miss Fielde, who will assume this 
responsibility in addition to her work among the 
adult women. You may feel assured the interests 
of both schools will be well cared for. 


Prospects Goop. — We rejoiced greatly at the 
prospect before us. Hitherto circumstances have 
been wholly unfavorable to the initiation of such a 
movement. So long as a school of either kind 
appears to be an exclusively personal office, they 
cannot be persuaded to take the needed interest 
in it. An educational process of a certain sort 
may be going on in their midst; children may be 
learning to read; but a still more important 
work, the contemporaneous education of the church 
into a sense of partnership and responsibility 
may not only be neglected, but may be made ac- 
tually difficult for those who come after, by reason 
of all sympathy having been repelled by a too ex- 
clusive individualism and proprietorship. When- 
ever a work thus specialized loses its head, it is in 
danger of coming to an immediate end; no pro- 
vision has been made for its self-perpetuation. On 
this account, no mission-work of any kind can 
be deemed satisfactory which does not from the 
very start contemplate its own transfer from for- 
eign to native hands as speedily as possible, and 
which does not achieve something in that direc- 
tion. A work may be carried on in such a way 
that the church would despair of imitating the 
‘style they had seen ; even supposing, which is not 
the case, that they had any disposition to do so. 
Vastly better for the interests of a mission that its 
various beneficent operations should be inaugu- 
rated on a scale comporting with the feeble capa- 


bilities of the church, and which should be so” 


simple and so economical that the native mem- 
bers will feel encouraged to follow up the work 
even should the powerful assistance of the home 
church at any time fail. 

If one’s own taste were alone consulted, it would 
be much pleasanter to have a very small and select 
number all about the same age, and all prettily at- 
tired in the same style, rather than a larger num- 
ber but somewhat militia-like in appearance. But 
the latter, and not the former, is the way to accom- 
plish the greatest amount of progress, 
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Mission to Africa. 
LETTER FROM MR. VONBRUNN. 


VonBRUNNVILLE, Sept. 30, 1874. 

I am happy to state that this mission is still 
enjoying the protecting power of our divine Master. 
His word has been preached as usual to those of 
the Bassas in our own reach. A new convert from 
among them has recently been received by bap- 
tism into this church, and some from our sister 
church have placed themselves under the watchful 
care of the church; so the communicants are fifty 
in number at present. We hope the Lord will 
add more io this number such as shall be saved. 


Mr. Vonbrunn reports thirty-one scholars in his 
school. 


LETTER FROM Mr. HORACE. 


BucHAanan July 8, 1874. 

DEDICATION OF A CHURCH.—Our monthly 
mission prayer-meetings have often proved blessed 
seasons of refreshment ; and the fervent petitions 
offered by some of our brethren have cheered my 
heart. 

Our sabbath school is promptly attended to by 
faithful teachers. Our new church, of rock foun- 
dation and brick structure, was dedicated to 
Almighty God on Sunday, May 17, 1874, at which 
time were present the entire clergy and con- 
gregations of the different denominations in this 
country. Rev. J. Vonbrunn preached the dedica- 
tion discourse ; Rev. J. J. Cheeseman preached 
in the afternoon; and W. Brumskine, a Pedo- 
baptist, at half-past seven o'clock. 

It pleased my heavenly Father to afflict me with 
sickness during a part of this year ; and I do look 
upon this visitation as sent by the Lord in mercy 
to my soul, affording me leisure to be still, and 
commune with my own heart ; and I believe I have 
not been a loser, but a gainer by it. While I felt 
weak and languid in body, the Lord saw fit to make 
me poor in spirit; and, as such, I can freely use 
the words of the man of God, “It was good for me 
that I was afflicted.” 


Mission to France. 


LETTER FROM Mr. LEMAIRE. 


St. Sauveur, Dec. 3, 1874. 
DEDICATION OF A CHAPEL.—It is with pleas- 
ure that I tell you of our blessings and our joys. 
Our charming little chapel, capable of containing 
two hundred and twenty persons (and if needful 
we can have two galleries put in, which will seat 
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eighty persons more), was opened on the 2 5th of 
October. I feared that the Devil would create 
some difficulties for us; but our God smoothed 
our way. The superior and local authorities showed 
themselves extremely kind; and —a remarkable 
thing —the political journals of the depart- 
ment gave an account of this ceremony, of the 
state of our work, and of our progress, with a 
kindness to which we are very little accustomed. 
It must be acknowledged that in this respect im- 
mense progress has been made. 

I am convinced that the erection of our chapel 
will be followed by blessed consequences. Per- 
haps we shall not see the fruits immediately, — that 
is probable ; but they will come later. 

Another fact which shows the state of the pub- 
lic mind is, that, in the renewal of the municipal 
council, two Protestants of St. Sauveur have just 
had, without being elected, a number of very im- 
portant votes. 

Our brethren from Paris, Chauny, Denain, and 
also two pastors and some influential members of 
the national church from Paris and Poissy, came 
to the opening of our chapel. One of these 
pastors from Beauvais gave an account in the 
journal of the Reformed Church, “ Christianity in 
the Nineteenth Century,” of our Christian festival, 
in a sympathetic manner. As I told you in one of 
my late letters, the former contempt for Baptists 
is gradually disappearing everywhere in France. 
Courage and perseverance, and above all fidelity, 
and the truth will triumph. 


Baptisms. — Since the dedication we have had 
another festival. On the 8th of November, four 
persons, two sisters and two brethren, were bap- 
tized, and one sister was restored to the church. 
Our two sisters were converted a long time ago, 
but objections on the part of their husbands pre- 
vented their keeping the Lord’s commandment. 
Our festival of dedication gave them new strength, 
and it was done to them according to their faith : 
the Lord made the obstacles disappear. Even the 
husband of one of them is serious, and lately said 
to me, “I, too, wish to walk with you.” 

The other sister is the mother of a family; and 
until her baptism her husband would not allow her 
to bring her three children (from four to ten years 
of age). But she armed herself with courage, and 
prayed; and every Sunday she comes with her 
dear little ones, and her husband says nothing. 
“ Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerub- 
babel thou shalt become a plain.” 

The third was the most zealous Catholic in St. 
Sauveur. I have spoken of him this year. His 
wife was baptized on the 8th of February last. 
He was present at her baptism, and was moved, 
but said nothing. For some months he went to 
mass in the morning, and came to our worship in 
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the afternoon. The Lord was the stronger. Now 
their desire is to bring up their five little children 
in the fear of God. 

The fourth is a young man of seventeen years, 
a child of our Sunday school. We hope that in 
the first months of the coming year several other 
persons, who are converted or near conversion, 
will also be baptized in the name of the Lord. 

I still go to Mayenneville, where certain Catho- 
lics come to hear the preaching of the gospel. 

I have delayed writing you, wishing to give you 
the expense of building our chapel; but the most 
important bills have not yet come in. Our expen- 
ditures in all will amount, I think, to sixteen thou- 
sand francs at /east; and I have received about 
twelve thousand five hundred francs. There is, 
then, a debt of about four thousand franc; resting 
on our little church. May God incline hearts in 
our favor! He is all powerful. 


LETTER FROM Mr. 
. Paris, Dec. 17, 1874. 

I HAVE just received a letter from M. Ramseyer, 
pastor at St. Etienne, telling me summarily that he 
had three baptisms on Sunday, Nov. 29. 

“We have had,” he wrote Dec. 15, “a great 
cause of joy in the reception into the church of a 
sister and two brethren who seem truly to belong 
to the Saviour. The sister has been for a number 
of years convinced of the uselessness of infant 
baptism ; but she hesitated to withdraw from the 
evangelical church of which she was a member. 
But her husband being converted, and baptized on 
the 29th November, she has joyfully followed his 
example. Others seem near conversion.” 


Plission to Germanp. 
LETTER FROM MR. KLEMPEL, IcySCHEN. 


Days OF HEAVEN. — How lovely are the days 
of rest, and how glorious the feasts, which the 
Lord our God often vouchsafes to us in this wilder- 
ness world! How often are they antepasts of the 
eternal rest and the joys of heaven! We have 
recently had at the station of Ickschen such an 
experience, 

On the first of our Pentecostal feast-days, we 
had a well-filled chapel, and God granted us a rich 
blessing. The evening brought us many brethren 
from their distant dwellings, who desired to be 
present at the love-feast on the morrow. The dis- 
tance of more than twenty-four miles was no ob- 
stacle to their coming. The members living near 
divided the guests among themselves in the spirit 
of Christian hospitality. What joy we felt in 
meeting again! We prayed and praised God 
together, and supplicated his blessing on our ap- 
proaching love-feast. So blessings consecrated 
the day at its beginning, and sanctified its close, 
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LovE-FEAST — FouRTEEN BApTizED. — The 
next day I was up early. Indeed, I had not slept 
at all ; for, just as I had composed myself to rest, 
nineteen brethren came in a carriage from a dis- 
tance, who had taken the night for their journey. 
One of the brethren took care of them, and then I 
devoted myself to the work of helping to adorn 
the chapel. For lack of flowers, the sisters had 
braided garlands of fir and mosses, forming the 
words, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism,” in 
large Gothic letters. Scarcely had we completed 
the work, when strangers began to come with 
cheerful faces from east and west, north and south, 
on foot and in carriages. Salutations and wel- 
comes, questions and answers, alternated, as if 
there would be no end ; and there was such a run- 
ning hither and thither, that my little home seemed 
like a beehive on the point of swarming. 

When the signal was given for beginning, all 
turned with one accord to the chapel. The words 
of the motto, as they drew all eyes, made us con- 
scious that we were all one in Christ. Our prayers 
and hymns of praise ascended to the throne of 
grace from the bottom of our hearts ; and we had 
a true Pentecost, —a baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
Fourteen believing converts made profession of 
their faith in Christ, and asked to be baptized. 
An address was made on the subject of baptism 
to the whole assembly, and especially to the candi- 
dates, when the latter retired to the robing-rooms 
on the right and left of the baptistery. Ina short 
time they all appeared again around it, arrayed in 
white. Such a scene to most of us is no longer 
new, but it is always beautiful. We looked up to 
God with thanksgiving, who had led us all at vari- 
ous periods in the same path, and had so richly 
blessed us, and answered our prayers for the build- 
ing-up of Zion. After singing and prayer they 
descended into the liquid grave, and were baptized 
into the name of the triune God. Returning to 
the robing-room of the brethren, I found them 
still in their wet garments, singing most joyfully 
one of our hymns, — 

“ My heart is filled with joy, 
My lips with praise.” 

The choir in the church caught the strain, and 
joined in the hymn. Returning to the chapel, the 
candidates were addressed, fervent prayer was 
offered with the laying-on of hands, and, having 
been commended to God, they were saluted as 
“* fellow citizens of the saints and of the household 
of God.” 


TAVERN-KEEPER’S EXPERIENCE. — After a re- 
cess at noon came the love-feast. The recess 


furnished opportunity for the midday meal, which 
was partaken of in picnic fashion. At the love- 
feast, singing, prayer, and addresses alternated: 
One of the newly baptized, who had formerly kept 
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a tavern, told what he had once been, and what he 
had now, through the grace of God, become. He 
had been mercifully brought to see the sin of his 
former mode of life. The Spirit had repeatedly 
wrought upon his heart, convincing him of his sin and 
misery, until at last he had fled for refuge to Christ, 
and found forgiveness of sin, and peace to his soul. 
With joyful lips he spoke to the praise of that 
Saviour who had come with salvation into his 
house; for his wife also had that day been bap- 
tized into the death of Christ. He had still a 
conflict to go through; for he was bound by his 
contract to keep the tavern open at least six 
months longer, and it was very profitable ; but his 
whole soul was opposed to it. In earnest prayer 
he besought the Lord for help, and in a wonderful 
manner his prayer was soon answered. He was 
shortly afterwards released from his contract ; and, 
having a trade, he entered into an employment 
which does not require him to violate the sabbath. 
In glowing colors he depicted the evils of intem- 
perance, and of the sale of intoxicating liquors, de- 
claring it to be his purpose to use all his influence 
by word and deed to put down this sin. 

The hour of parting came far too soon, and com- 
pelled the happy company to retire to their homes. 


LETTER FROM Mr. MENGER. 


MAKING ALL THINGS New. —In the village of 
Ribbinnen, a place of very bad repute, formerly a 
stronghold of thieves, and where very little preach- 
ing of the gospel has been enjoyed, a great awak- 
ening has recently taken place. Not long ago 
several inquiring souls met together there, and a 
few brethren, for the purpose of unitedly calling 
upon God. Their prayer was soon answered ; for 
the same day several found the forgiveness of sin, 
and peace in Christ. Others, still deeply anxious, 
could not consent to be left out ; so they remained 
together all day and all night, without food or 
sleep, engaged in prayer. A brother who was pres- 


ent assures me that in the end twelve ransomed ° 
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souls were praising God. This movement may 
prove with some to be but a flame of burning 
straw ; but nevertheless it is spreading, and many 
cold and dead hearts have been kindled by the 
Holy Spirit. Sixteen already seem to be truly con- 
verted. The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. 

In the third quarter of 1874 thirteen excluded 
members were restored, and two new converts 
baptized, and added to the church. At fourteen 
preaching-places, I preached three times in Lith- 
uanian, and thirty-five times in German. The as- 
semblies were very large, both on the sabbath and 
on week-days ; and great desire is manifested to 
hear the Word. 


LETTER FROM MR, ALF, POLAND, 

A Wepopinc FEast. — Several weeks since, with 
my family and several brethren, I was invited to 
a wedding. We had a joyful day, for we felt that 
the Lord was with us. Those who could sing sang 
several beautiful pieces for the entertainment of 
the company. Among the guests were two Cath- 
olic ladies of distinction, to whom we had an 
opportunity to set forth the way of life. At the 
close we all knelt down to thank God for the joy 
we had felt on that happy day. The two ladies 
seemed very much impressed. 

The word of God still goes on, conquering and 
to conquer. We have lately received into the 
church by baptism thirty-one more souls, who have 
found peace in the blood of the Lamb. 

BAPTISrsSIN R1GA.— The following lately ap- 
peared in a Riga journal : — 

“ THE Baptists. — On the 12th of May the people 
of Riga had an opportunity to witness a rare cere- 
mony. On that day twenty-six Lutherans became 
Baptists, being baptized at the new dam, opposite 
the Imperial Garden, The candidates were both 
male and female, chiefly mechanics. They were 
all in white. A vast number of spectators wit- 
nessed the scene. The Baptist Church has of late 
become very much extended in Riga.” 


THE WORLD-FIELD. 


[We gather the following accounts of general Christian 
work in various fields from our exchanges. These fields are 
worked by many different societies, representing different de- 
nominations of Christians, but all in the interest of our common 
evangelical Christianity. — Ep. Mac.] 


FRANCE. 
INDICATIONS OF REVIVAL. 


AN awakening or revival of religion may be 
said to be produced by the applying of the 
eternal truth of God, by his almighty Spirit, 


to the present state of an individual, a church, 
or a nation. This is why we see sometimes 
one portion of this truth, and sometimes 
another, brought out as by a sunbeam, illumin- 
ating and warming heart after heart, until, in a 
vast extent of space and time, men are rescued 
from darkness and sin. The Lord’s work gen- 
erally begins imperceptibly, like the germinating 
of a seed, and shows itself in strength when 
men have despaired of all human effort. It has 
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been so in France. My last letter contained 
the despairing cry of the “ Mission Interieure,” 
upon which for the three past years had 
hung the hopes of so many. This month the 
“ Bulletin ” of the same “ Mission Interieure ” 
utters a cry of joy. “In founding the mission, 
we proclaimed loudly the need of revival,” 
says Pastor Babut, of Nimes, the chief editor. 
“Now it would seem to have commenced. 
We called with our most ardent desires for 
the dawning of a new day; and, behold, the 
day dawns. That this work of God should 
have begun in Paris, in the midst of the noise 
and distractions of the capital, in a time 
when ecclesiastical interests and contests 
would seem to absorb all our thoughts and all 
our strength, —this was assuredly beyond all 
human foresight and probabilities ; but it is 
worthy of our Saviour-God. Let us believe, 
and we shall see his glory. ... In taking up 
the pen to give an account of the meetings 
which have just taken place in Paris, we feel 
compelled first to render thanks to God, who 
has blessed us beyond what our feeble faith 
knew how to hope. . . . God was with us by 
his Spirit to rebuke, humble, raise up, draw, 
and animate us with holy desires ; to inspire 
the prayer, and then to answer it. We said, 
‘Lord, we helieve: help thou our unbelief!’ 
and he has not cast us out.” Every organ 
of every denomination joins in the burst of 
praise with which the meetings closed, after 
experiencing a portion of the blessing so won- 
derfully shed on America and Great Britain. 


DEVOTIONAL MEETINGS IN PARIS. 


About two years ago three persons knelt 
in a drawing-room. One had come from the 
south, and felt chilled with the Paris spiritual 
temperature ; another had come from Eng- 
land with a warm spiritual glow; the third 
was Emile Cook, who had weathered the 
sieges, and was longing for a manifestation of 
God’s love and power in the hearts and lives 
of all. “Father, we are helpless, ignorant 
children, and we cast ourselves on thy strength 
and wisdom. Thy people can not, must not, 
remain in this poor dying state. Show us 
what can be done for Paris!” Such was the 
prayer which had been preceded by an earnest 
meditation on “ vessels fitted for the Master’s 
use” (2 Tim. ii.). The result was the forma- 
tion of a small prayer-meeting, and another 
for Bible study. A few of those who longed 
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for a higher tone of spirituality attended, and 
were ready when the American evangelists 
visited Paris in July. Though scarcely more 
than sixty persons regularly attended Mr. and 
Mrs. Pearsall Smith’s meetings, the train was 
laid ready for the spark. Some few accepted 
their cordial invitation to the meetings in con- 
ference at Southampton (Broadlands) and Ox- 
ford, and brought back a living glow which 
communicated itself to one and another; and 
the weekly meetings increased in attendance 
and earnestness. At length, as a journal ex- 
pressed it, we felt ourselves in the position of 
the four men of Samaria, who had glad tidings 
to tell, —viz., that the famine had ceased, and 
the enemy had fled, — and who said, “ We do 
not well: this day is a day of good tidings, 
and we hold our peace.” The opportunity of 
the monthly meeting of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance was taken to commence a series of three- 
days’ meetings, for renewed and entire conse- 
cration to the Lord. All agree that such 
meetings were never yet held in Paris. Di- 
minutive as they were, compared with those of 
the same character in England, the presence 
of the Lord was felt; and as one brother after 
another gave his testimony to the spiritual 
change wrought in him, and sorrowful faces 
brightened up, and doleful complainings were 
exchanged for hearty thanksgivings, wonder 
and joy became general. The closing meeting 
was deeply and joyfully solemn, when above 
three hundred persons, with thirty pastors of va- 
rious denominations, participated in the Lord’s 
Supper. The meetings were generally pre- 
sided over by Pastor Th. Monod ; and all ex- 
cept one were held in Malesherbes Chapel. 
About fifty pastors took part, or were present. 
Many had come up from distant places, almost 
without knowing what to expect, and have 
returned carrying with them new power for 
service, even the joy of the Lord in a con- 
secrated heart. Each day was opened by an 
early prayer-meeting; at half-past ten, A.M., 
meeting for addresses or testimony ; at two, 
P.M., for pastors only; at five, P.M., inquiry 
meeting; and at eight, P.M., addresses and 
testimony. An important characteristic of 


these meetings was that the speakers were, 
with one exception we believe, all French, 
with a few Swiss, and the hymns were the 
usual ones sung in all the churches. The 
Lord was there, and his presence was felt. 
On the 24th of November a similar week of 
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conferences will take place at Montmeyran 
(Drome). 


ITALY. 
INAUGURAL SERVICES IN ROME. 


THE opening of the beautiful new church in 
Piazza San Silvestro, for the use of evangel- 
ical English Episcopalians in Rome, is one of 
the recent notable events. It is situated in 
the centre of the city, and has been erected 
chiefly through the efforts of Dr. Gason. It 
is intended strictly for the use of foreigners, 
and is only the first of several others which 
are being got ready in the city of the popes, 
with the full approbation of the royal family 
and government of Italy, who desire that the 
Christianity of the world should be sented 
represented in Rome. 

This has been followed by the ohn in- 
auguration of a large building in Spezzia, as a 
mission-house for the evangelical work of the 
Rev. Edward Clarke, Baptist minister. These 
immense premises in the central square of this 
rising Portsmouth of Italy were secured some 
years ago at a moderate rate, and have been 
fitted up for English and Italian worship and 
schools, a depot, sailors’ reading-room, and 
other Christian operations. The Italian Bap- 
tist Church in Spezzia is but in its infancy, 
numbering only twenty-four communicants, 
while there are a hundred and twenty chil- 
dren in the school. Mr. Clarke is indefatig- 
able in the town and surrounding district, 
personally and through agents, in tract dis- 
tribution and preaching of the gospel. The 
only other native place of evangelical worship 
is the flourishing Wesleyan Church, with two 
hundred children in school; the Free Italian 
Church having very properly withdrawn two 
years ago from this field, already so well oc- 
cupied. 

EDUCATION. 


The education of the ignorant masses of 
the population continues to occupy the atten- 
tion of all the well-wishers of Italy, both na- 
tive patriots and foreign missionaries. Such 
progress is being made, that the next census 
will show a very different statistic from the 
last; namely, seventeen out of twenty-four 
millions unable to read and write. Visitors to 
Florence were much impressed last winter 
when they saw two of the noblest edifices of 
the city, on either side of the leading bridge, 
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devoted to male and female normal schools, 
The Florence Municipality continues _ its 
annual grant of forty pounds to the Free Ital- 
ian Church school ; while the Council of Riesj 
have, in the handsomest manner, voted twelve 
pounds to the Waldensian pastor as a recom- 
pense for his labors in training the children of 
the place. 

The Roman municipality seems to be ex- 
celling all others by offering twenty-pound 
prizes for the best adult scholars in the even- 
ing classes, and three-pound doweries to the 
most studious girls ; and small annual depos- 
its at the savings bank in favor of the children 
who excel at the examinations, till they reach 
the age of eighteen. 

A normal “school has been started at the 
Waldensian Church in Florence, for preparing 
good teachers for the ordinary evangelical 
schools. The Waldensian Theological Col- 
lege here is this year attended by four young 
men connected with the American Methodist 
Episcopal Mission, in addition to the students 
from the valleys ; thus bringing up the number 
to seventeen. 


PERSIA. 


THE Rev. Robert Bruce, who has been two 
or three years resident in Persia, is about to 
return home, and will carry through the press 
a revised translation of considerable portions 
of the Bible into Persian, upon which he has 
been engaged. Mr. Bruce has been regarded 
only asa North-Indian missionary on leave ; 
for the Church Missionary Society, to which 
he belongs, has not had a regular Persian mis- 
sion. The missionary work he has been able 
to do will not now, however, be suffered to 
come to an end, as the committee have ac- 
cepted the offer of Mr. E. Downes, well 
known for his intrepid attempt to enter Kafiris- 
tan, to take Mr. Bruce’s place for the time in 
the event of no other qualified missionary 
being found for the post. 

Mr. C. Johannes, the Christian head mas- 
ter of the church mission schools at Sharan- 
pur near Nasik, has been on a visit to his 
relatives in Persia, which is his native coun- 
try. While traversing a mountain pass be- 
tween Bushire and Shiraz, the caravan he was 
with was attacked by a hundred and twenty 
armed brigands. Mr. Johannes was severely 
wounded in the face, and was plundered of 
property worth seventy pounds. 


In the form of surrender narrated in Livy, 
when Egerius, the representative of the Ro- 
mans, had inquired, “ Are you the ambassa- 
dors sent by the people of Collatia, that you 
may yield up yourselves and the Collatine 
people?” it was answered, “We are.” It 
was then asked, “ Are the Collatine people in 
their own power?” and answered, “ They 
are.” It was next asked. “Do you deliver 
up yourselves, the people of Collatia, your 
city, your fields, your water, your bounds, your 
temples, your utensils, all things that are yours 
both human and divine, into mine and all the 
people of Rome’s power?” They replied, 
“We deliver upall.” Then came the answer, 
“So 1 receive you.” If our surrender to 
Christ was not as specific, it was as compre- 
hensive; and in this manner the Lord Jesus 
received us. We are not our own, but his; 
bought with his blood, and to live for his 
glory. — Foreign Missionary. 


HOW HAVE YOU MADE YOUR 


WILLS? 


DUNCAN MATHESON once said, “If —— 
were ever getting back to this world for half a 
day, the first thing I believe she would do 
would be to break her will.” This may have 
been said of one who left large },ossessions, 
but none of them to carry forward Christ’s 
own cause. We believe there are many of 
God's redeemed ones in glory, who if they 
could return to earth, and had the disposal of 
their property, would do the same thing. 1 

Has Christ any claim upon the possessions 
of his ransomed ones? The many and varied 
statements of God’s word answer this ques- 
tion. He undoubtedly has. The extent of 
his claim must be learned in the light of the 
cross, from the teachings of revelation, and of 
God’s providential demands. Where much is 
given, much will be required. Responsibility 
is moulded by many concurring circumstances. 

When does this claim cease? When the 
possessor is done with his wealth? Has he 
no control over it for the Master when he ar- 
ranges for whom and to what it shall be left ? 
Is all responsibilty for its use at an end when 
the life-tenure is sought to be given up? No 
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one can affirm that it is the duty of every 
Christian who has means to leave a portion of 
it for benevolent purposes. He may have 
been a faithful steward for the Lord, and 
“been his own executor,” in his lifetime ; if 
so, others may have a greater claim upon it. 
This can, however, only be said of the few. 
The many have not been such careful adminis- 
trators of what is due to the Master; and with 
them property may have increased, and outside 
claims upon it diminished. To such the ques- 
tion comes, In what way can we leave our 
property to do the most good to all who are in 
any way interested in it? Will duty be fully 
discharged if we ignore the objects dear to the 
Saviour’s heart, and in which we have sym- 
pathized ? Or shall we not remember his 
cause, and by our means, when dead, advance 
the glory of his kingdom? A thought or 
action like this would not make so many bar- 
ren wills, or lead to the remark of Matheson. 
Examples thicken of men of great wealth, dying 
within the pale of the Church, who in no way 
remember her work in any of its departments, 
whose aim is to help the needy, and to save 
the perishing. 

The work of foreign missions is so enlarging 
that all available resources at the command of 
Christians should be utilized and brought into 
play for its advancement. It is true that Paul 
may plant, and Apollos water, but God must 
give the increase ; but that increase is depen- 
dent upon preparatory labor as much as its 
development is upon the divine blessing. 
Each is essential in spiritual growth. Of late 
the cause has been greatly helped by legacies, 
and we believe that much more of such means 
should be consecrated to the Lord. These 
gifts will in no way interfere with the giving- 
power of the church. Appeals for aid from 
the foreign field are so varied, and the work is 
so ramified, that the tastes of each can be 
suited as to the direction property should go. 
Chapels, schools, theological institutions, are 
greatly needed in many places; the Bible has 
to be translated and circulated, teachers have 
to be maintained, evangelists supported, and 
many branches of work in connection with 
these have to be sustained to give efficiency to 
the whole. — Foreign Missionary. 
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&S> THE recent revolution in Spain proves 

that what we said a few months ago about the 
reactionary state of political affairs in that 
country was well considered. We have nothing 
yet from our missionary, Mr. Knapp; but our 
hope for all mission work under an ultramon- 
tane government runs very low. May God 
protect his hidden ones ! 


plan of the so-called Centennial 
movement is published in our denominational 
papers. It reads well, and we wish the move- 
ment abundant success ; but would it not look 
strange to see the whole denomination pledging 
its thousands and millions to this educational 
movement, while its great foreign missionary 
organization, with a work on its hands which 
would do any denomination honor, is groaning 
under a heavy debt? Brethren, “this ought 
ye to do, but not to leave the other undone.” 
Help the Centennial, but do not neglect the 
Missionary Union. After all, the evangelistic 
work in which we are engaged stands most 
directly in the line of the great commission. 


HELP FOR NELLORE. — Our appeal for help 
to repair the damage to the mission property 
at Nellore has met with some generous re- 
sponses ; the Tenth Church in Philadelphia, 
of which Mr. and Mrs. Downie are members, 
leading with a special contribution of over a 
hundred dollars. Besides the larger, we have 
received some small sums that bespeak the 
true spirit of Christ and of missions. One 
letter just received from New York State reads 
as follows : — 


“For more than forty years I have been deeply 
interested in the work of foreign missions ; but 
being always poor, and for the last ten years ex- 
ceedingly so, I cannot do much but pray and 
work for its prosperity. On New-Year’s Eve some 
young people from our church called where I re- 
side, and one of them gave me two dollars. I was 
much surprised, and several times have asked my- 
self why it was given tome. Yesterday I took up 
*The Examiner,’ and read the account of the flood 
at Nellore ; and now I know why. 

“ All the morning the last word in your appeal 
has been ringing in my ears, ‘ xow :’ so I leave my 
work to send this as the only way of answering the 
still small voice. “A Baptist WoMAN.” 


Here is another from an aged minister and 
his wife in Maine :— 


“T forward to the treasury of the American Bap. 
tist Missionary Union, in this my first letter of the 
New Year, thirty-five dollars. We have felt con- 
strained, in view of the late destruction of the 
mission property at Nellore, to advance somewhat 
beyond our former annual contribution. ‘The 
voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of 
glory thundereth ; the Lord is upon many waters,’ 
May all of us ear his voice!” 


Shall we not receive enough in special con- 
tributions at once to meet this extra demand 
on the treasury of one thousand dollars ? 


SPECIALTIES. — Great discretion is needed 
in designating specialties in our mission-work. 
It very often happens that a church ora Sun- 
day school wishes to specify a donation in 
such a way as to keep track of their gift, per- 
haps by receiving a letter in return from a 
missionary or a native preacher. This is all 
very natural and well, provided the designa- 
tion is wisely made. But it quite often hap- 
pens that some branches of our work are in 
this way disproportionately, not to say unduly, 
aided, while other branches of equal impor- 
tance are left to suffer. For instance: very 
many donors would like to have their money 
applied to support native preachers, especially 
if in return they could be assured of a letter 
now and then from the native himself. But it 
must be borne in mind, that the number of 
native preachers is limited, especially in the 
newer fields like the Teloogoo; and in the 
older fields, like Burmah, most of the native 
preachers are supported by their own native 
churches, as they ought to be. It often hap- 
pens, therefore, that we cannot readily comply 
with a request, that a donation be applied 
to this object, and the name of the native 
preacher be reported to the donor. The same 
is true in regard to native scholars in the 
mission schools. 

Our friends must bear with us, therefore, i. 
we still insist that it is better, as a general 
rule, to put moneys donated into the hands of 
the executive committee, to be used where 
most needed, with a wise discrimination ad- 
justing the general means to the general end. 
And yet there are certain cases when specified 
tunds go with such directions to their object, 
and re-act with such satisfaction upon the 


* giver, as to create a kind of enthusiasm. 
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When this is the case, let this closer indi- 
yidual interest be cultivated, and let donors 
consult, within proper limits, individual prefer- 
ences. 

We would further state, that it is very desir- 
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able to have all specific donations reported to 
us as such before the 1st of Fuly in each fiscal 
year, so that such specifics may be included in 
the committee’s schedule of appropriations 
which is made ov‘ for the whole year at that time. 


MISSIONARY LEAVEN. 


BY C. H. 


[We commend the following communication to the atten- 
tion of all, but specially of pastors. It was written by a 
Christian woman who wishes her name to be withheld, but 
whose true idea of the missionary spirit is exemplified in her 
works as well as her words. — Ep. Maa.] 


WE read and hear much upon the duties of 
pastors in preaching missionary sermons, and 
of the necessity of keeping their people in- 
terested and informed upon topics connected 
with the mission field. Every gathering of 
the various missionary “ Societies,” “ Boards,” 
“Unions,” or whatever the name under which 
they co-operate, presses this point, as well as 
do the various publications in the interest of 
foreign missions. 

This, to a certain extent, is as it should be. 
The pastor has a work to do in this direction, 
not only to keep his own heart in active sym- 
pathy with the cause, but in informing his 
people, and infusing into them something of 
the same spirit, as far as may be done. 

But here the question arises: What is the 
preaching of missionary sermons? What 
rules are to govern it? And what are the 
most effective methods of creating and keep- 
ing aglow the missionary spirit in a congrega- 
tion? Is it chiefly by missionary sermons, or 
missionary meetings, at occasional or regular 
times? Oris it, more properly, to have the 
missionary leaven so infused into the ordinary 
pulpit exercises, and weekly prayer-meetin 
that the public shall, as it were, feel the breath 
of the missionary spirit, and thus the little 
leaven come to leaven the whole lump? 

In raising this inquiry, the writer would by 
no means speak lightly of special efforts in 
this direction ; but, to have the congregation 
interested in these specific appeals, is it not 
necessary that the heart of the hearers should 
be more or less in sympathy with the cause? 
And how better have this sympathy awak- 
ened, and become a growing love, than by the 
infusing of the missionary leaven in the gospel 
food regularly prepared for, and set before the 


w. 


people? Indeed, what is the gospel, and what 
isa true gospel sermon, with this vivifying, 
life-giving principle left out ? 

Again: this missionary leaven properly 
mixed in the sermon is something like “the 
wheels within the wheels” of which the 
prophet Ezekiel speaks. “ The wheels were 
lifted up; for the spirit of the living creature 
was within the wheels.” And so in every ser- 
mon in which the gospel is preached, and 
Christ’s love portrayed, if there is a missionary 
wheel within the gospel wheel, how it elevates 
that gospel, and glorifies its Christ to each 
one of us who are partakers in its privileges 
and in his love! For was not Christ’s whole 
life a mission, his death a sacrifice, and his 
love extended to every race and every clime ? 
And can we read, or hear, or dwell upon his 
life, and partake of the gospel, and not hear 
the missionary echo sounding in the heart ? 
If his love is precious to us, yearn we not 
that it shall be extended to all ? 

In this last little query is summed up, 
perhaps, the very essence of the true mission- 
ary spirit; and this spirit, as it seems to 
us, should be breathed forth in every gospel 
sermon. Our duty to the heathen, Christ’s 
command to spread the gospel, the wretched 
state of nations in idolatry, may all be urged 
again and again ; but, unless Christ’s love be 
the motive, power, the inner wheel, then the 
vast outer machinery moves only feebly at the 
best, and fails to impress the world with its 
works. 

We all know that there are plenty of good 
people who are very little interested in the 
usual missionary discourse, or in the meetings 
of the monthly concert. Statistics, with facts 
given second-hand, are voted dry, and they 
tire of having duty in the matter urged upon 
them. Lacking the true spirit themselves, 


they fail to see beauty and spiritual grandeur 
in these things. And so what oftenis needed 
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is the being educated up to missionary ground; 
having the leaven mingled with the gospel 
as a part of the whole, and thus indirectly, as 
it were, the inner wheel be set in motion, lift- 
ing up the whole Christian life to a missionary 
life also. 

It is not necessary that this missionary 
leaven always be visible as such, by name: 
often it is only a suggestion that may be 
needed to kindle the spark of love into a liv- 
ing, glowing flame, extending to every creature 
for whom Christ has died. For the teacher or 
preacher who works most effectually is often 
the one who suggests an idea to his hearers, 
and who thus awakes the heart to action and 
its duties, rather than by pointing out in a 
special manner what those duties may be. 
He may dwell upon a passage of scripture in 
such a manner that his hearers have found a 
missionary lesson therein, without the heathen 
being, perhaps, once mentioned by name ; and 
he may so unfold the gospel scheme that his 
hearers have caught of the missionary spirit, 
and are led to feel that one of the most blessed 
of privileges will be to spread that gospel in 
the world. This is what is.needed to do the 
work: a spontaneous love, and an earnest 
desire to have all come to a knowledge of 
Christ. 

The Bible is most emphatically a mis- 
sionary book; this not only by its plain 
words, but by the truths and lessons found 
hidden away in its pages, and the inner spirit 
breathing iorth from even its most obscure 
passages. Evenis are narrated, and we are 
left to draw the moral or spiritual lesson 
thereirom ; sentences are framed by the divine 
penman, the inferences we are to draw, aad 
to apply to our individual needs and duties. 
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We open at the first page of the Bible, and 
there God says, “ Let there be light.” Let us 
dwell on those words, and glean their spiritual 
meaning: shall we not find a bit of missionary 
sermon therein? Is that light for you and for 
me alone? or are we to help others to its 
beams ?. 

Has the offering of Abel nothing suggestive 
on this missionary point ? and have the types 
and sacrifices, and even the so-called dry 
Levitical law, no inner voice to arouse us to 
sacrifice and to duty? And so in the histo- 
ries: the pages of the prophets and the poets 
of the Bible have most beautiful and touching 
lessons ; while on almost every page we find 
some verse that suggests the grand and soul- 
inspiring theme of missions to the mind. 

And the New Testament, what is that but a 
missionary story, with the very essence of 
missions making it a gospel proclaiming 
“Glory to God and good will to man”? This 
good will to man is God’s good will to all 
nations; and he would be glorified by all 
people. 

But how shall they know him without a 
teacher? Is not there a question for each one 
to ponder? What need we of missionary 
sermons plainer than God’s word? And yet, 
if we do need them, who more wise than 
the teacher or the pastor who, finding this 
missionary spirit and its lessons in his chap- 
ter or text, suggests the same to his hearers ; 
and thus, sabbath after sabbath, mingles the 
leaven in the gospel lump so carefully and 
skilfully, that, lo, the lump toa certain degree 
is leavened? And then the people, in sympa- 
thy with the cause, begin to discern these 
beauties for themselves, and to act in concert 
for the spread of the gospel in the world. 


DONATIONS RECEIVED IN DECEMBER, 1874. 


MAINE, $178.72. 


Waterville, rst ch. S. S. for sup. of Ardiram nat. 
r., care Rev. M. Bronson, Gowahati, F. B. Phil- 
Cok, tr., 17.60; Livermore Falls ch. 10; Uld 


‘Town ch. 25; $52.60 
Rockiand, ist ch. 50; Sumner and Hartford ch. 

9.70; So. Hancock, Rev. B. J. Watson, 5; 64.70 
Thomaston, ch. S. S. for salary of Moo-Lah, care 

Mrs. Armstrong, per Rev. J F. Norris, 30; Lis- 

bon Falls, Mrs. S. W. Avery, 5; 35.00 
Coli. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie, Dist. Sec., Bidde- 

ford, coll. at Convention, 26.42 


The $21 reported in the December 


Magazine, fr. No. Livermore ch., should have 
been credited to ch. in Livermore Falls. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $17.64. 


No. Stratford, ch. in pt. 10; Henniker, Mrs. Silas 
Colby, 3; Hampton Fails, ch. 3.39; Goffstown 


Centre, ch. 1.253 $17.64 
VERMONT, $131.10. 
So. Windham, Rev. Mark Carpenter, and with pre- 
vious donations const. F. Carpenter, Cedar 
Falls, lo., H. L. M. 25; Brattleboro’, ist ch., 
L. K. Fuller, tr. 50; 75.00 


Burlington. ch., W. Crane, tr., 56.10 


q 
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MASSACHUSETTS, $2,198.63. 


Chelmsford, rst ch. 5; Cotuit Port, Rev. W. W. 
Ashley, 4; Watertown, ch. Ladies’ Sewing Cir- 
cle, Miss Mary Ellen Coolidge, for Mrs. D. 
Downie’s sch., Nellore, India, 10; 

Lowell, Memorial gift for Mrs. D. G. Godden, 150; 
Bernardston, Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Green, 103, 
Springfield, ist ch., I. E. Williams, tr. 35; Chico- 
e,ch. 5; Brookline, ch., mon. con. coll., A. W. 

enton, tr. 55.243 

Boston, Union Temple ch., Mrs. Chadwick, 2; 
Dearborn-st. ch., of which 50 is for sup. of student 
in Miss S. B. Barrows’ sch., Toungoo, and 70 
mon. con. coll. J. G. Shed, tr. 120; Bowdoin-sq. 
ch., Miss Mary Parke, 1; J. S. Swaim, 32; a 
friend, per Rev A. P. Mason, 10; Clarendon-st. 
ch., Miss Emily Peaslee, of Whitefield, Me., 
22.53; a friend, 13 do 1.39; 

Athol, ch. 32.25; Stoneham, ch. mon. con. coll. 5; 
Westboro’, J. E. Beeman, tr. 20; Randolph, a 
friend, 3; 

Hancock, Rev. Daniel Shepardson, 5; Holyoke, 
2d ch., E. Chase, tr. 100; So. Adams, ch. 20; 
West Townsend, ch. 14; 

Newton Centre, Soc. of Miss. Ing. of Newton 
Theo. Inst., L. W. Frink, tr. 35.26; a friend 1; 

Arlington, ladies of ch., per Mrs. Rawson, for sup. 
of Bible reader, care Miss A. M. Fielde, 50; 
West Acton, ch. mon. con. coll., J. M. Brown, tr. 


29.46; 

Haverhill, rst ch., of wh. 70.63 is mon. con. coll., 
Geo. Appleton, tr. 310; Woburn, ladies’ miss. 
soc., for sup. of nat. student in Rangoon, Mrs. S. 
F. Burgess, ur. 47.80; 

Rockport, Miss Addie S. Tarr’s infant class 1; 
Chelsea, Cary-ave. ch., Chas. A. Kogers, tr. 63; 
Middleboro’, Central ch. 100; 

So. Hanson, ch. 10; No. ‘lisbury, ch. mon. con. 
coll. 2.75; Reading, Salem-st. ch. 9; a friend, 25; 

Worcester, rst ch., G. W. Rugg, tr. 271; Jamaica 
Plain, ch., B. F Cutter, tr. 525.993 

Coll. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie, Dist. Sec., Wor- 
cester, coll. at con. of wh. § is tor French Mission, 
19.20; Northampton. ch. in pt. 8.46; Pittsfield, 
coll. at con. 26.438; 


RHODE ISLAND, $150.43. 


Providence, Cranston-st. ch., S. S. tow. sup. of 
Moung See-dee, nat. pr., care Rev. A. Bunker, 
Toungoo, Burmah, Joseph Harris, tr. 18 75; 
America-st. Bap. ch., J. H. Mason, tr. 3; Sull- 
man Welch, for sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. E. O. 
Stevens, Prome, 50; Geo. D. Wilcox, 30; 

Coll. per Rev. W. 5. McKenzie, Dist. Sec., Provi- 
dence, a friend, 5; do. 2; Wickford, coll. at con. 
41.68 5 


CONNECTICUT, $115 93. 


New Britain, ch., Rev. J. V. Schofield, 14.93; New 
Haven, Calvary ch., girls’ miss. soc. (* Willing 
Hearts’’) for Miss. S. E. Haswell’s sch. 65; 

Hartford, Wm. Savage, 25; Northville, Mrs. S. A. 
eae 5; East Haddam, Mrs. Fanny P. Stan- 


. NEW YORK, $1,319.83. 


Bedford, Rev. Conant Sawyer, D.D., 50; Saratoga 
Springs, a friend, 2.50; Hamilton, tst ch., S. S., 
D. W. Skinner, tr., for Miss Hasweli’s sch., 
Maulmain, Burmah, 60; i 

Troy, 2d ch. 12.14; Elmira, Mr. Hart’s and Miss 
Partnidge’s S. S. classes, to be expended in care 
of Miss A. M. Fielde, Swatow, China, F. G, 
Sanders, tr. 10; 

Oswego Asso., D. Harmon, tr., 

Yates, ch. 50; Kingsbury, Rev. Leander Hall, 10; 
Savona, Rev. J. C. Mallory, 1; 

Yates Co. Asso., John W. Smith, tr., Italy Hollow, 
ch. 6.75; Milo, 2d ch. 9; Penn Yan, ch. 43.50; 
Pultney, 2d ch., of wi. 17.22 is fr. S. S., 28.73; 

New York, H. S. Bradford, 100; Baliston Spa, M. 
M. Ingham, 3; D. A. L. Ingham, 79; Battskill, 
ch. in pt. 100; 

Charlestown, Robert and Ann Wood, 1; Pough- 
keepsie, a friend for missions in Burmah, 50; 
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$19.00 
160.c0 


95-24 


357-80 


164.00 
46.75 
796.99 


5414 


101.75 


35-00 


112.50 


22.14 
129.50 


61.00 
87.98 


203.79 


Frewsburg, ch. S. S., for sup. of nat. pr., care 
Rev. 2; E. Clough, Ongole, India, 25; 

Barnes Corners, Mrs. L. R. Greenly, 

Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., Che- 
mung River Asso., Breesport, ch., 

Cortland Asso., Homer, ch., 

Harmony Asso., Busti, ch., tow. sup. of Rev. W. 
W. Campbell, of Telongoo Mission, 

Livingston Asso.. Mt Morris, ch., 

Madison Asso., Hamilton, rst ch., 

—on Asso., Albion, ch., special offerings of indi- 
viduals, 

Seneca Asso., Trumansburg, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. 
Mrs M. C. Ransted, 

G. H. B., 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge. Dist. Sec., Long Island 
Asso., F. H Bullen. 5: Wiiliamsburgh, 2d ch. in 
pt. 16.65: Greenport, ch. bal 5; 

Southern N. Y. Asso, Mt. Vernon, ch. in pt. 10; 
New York, r6th ch., in pt. 150; 

Washington Union Asso., Sandy Hill, ch., in pt., 

Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch., 

Brooklyn, Lee-ave. ch., 


NEW JERSEY, $930.85. 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., Cen. N. 
J Asso., New Brunswick, Bap. ch., young peo- 
ple’s miss. soc. 40; for sun of A. Myat, Somer- 
ville S S. 40; tow. sup. Thalokepyon students, 
care Rev D. A. W. Smith, 80; Frenchtown, ch. 
8.67; New B.unswick. rst Bap ch. 700; 

West N. J. Asso., Vineland, a friend, 30; Mt. Hol- 
ly, ch. 29: Greenwich, ch. bal. 10; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., North N. J. 
Asso., Newark, North ch. 31.67; Roseville, ch., 
in pt., 4.01; C. B. Reynolds, of wh. 2s is for sup. 
of nat. pr., and 12.50 for sup of student, 37.50; 


PENNSYLVANIA, $293 90. 


Burreli, Peter Snively, 

Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist Sec.. Tunkhan- 
nock, A. B. Mott, 20; Easton, Mrs. M. S. Arm- 
strong, for sup. of Chau-pau, 20; Frankford, S. 
S., sup. Nay-la, 40; Philadelphia, Broad-st. S. 
S., sup. Tha-poo-too, Lower Marion, S. S. 40; 
sup. Tay- po, a friend, 40; sup. Ah-A-all students, 
care Rev. D. A. W Smith, Henthada, Burmah, 

Phiiadelphia Asso , Spruce-st. ch., Miss E. Davis, 
10: Balligomingo, ch. 12.40; Mantua, ch. 23.25; 

Central Union Asso., East Nantmeal, ch., 

Centre Asso., Logan’s Vailey, ch., 

Clearfield Asso., Soldiers Run, Rev. C. W, Pres- 
cott, 


DELAWARE, $5 00. 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., Wilming- 
ton, 1st German ch., John Mangold, deceased, 


OHIO, $380.83. 


Ashtabula, Mrs. Eliza Goodwin, 1; Bellville, Miss 
Susan Phillips, 1 3 
oe ~~ Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. Sec., Junia 

orth, 

Ashtabula Asso., Geneva, Rev. L. R. Jayne, 5-503 
H. Austin, 1; a friend, .s0; Jefferson, ch. 14.13; 

Clinton Asso., Jonas Run, ch., : 

Columbus Asso., Columbus, ch., 40.45 ; Granville, 
Chas. Rhoads, 10; 

Coshocton Asso , Whitmore, ch., : 

Huron Asso., No. Fairfield, ch., of wh. 2.52 is fr. 
S. S., 16.19; Norwalk, ch. 17.50; Peru, ch. 7.293 

Lorain Asso., Camden, ch. 5; Oberlin, ch., of w 
4.82 is fr. S. S., 38.32; 

Mad River Asso., Allen Centre, S. S 5; Bethel, 
S. S.5; Union. S. S. ;: all for sup. of 3 lads in 
Kev. E. B. Cross’s sch, 

Mansfield Asso., Greentown, ch, 

Marietta Asso., Windsor, S. S., y 

Miami Asso., Cincinnati, gth-st. ch., of wh. 25 is fr. 
S. S., 40; Lockland, ch. 26; Middletown, ch. 


Dayton, rst ch. bal. 9; S. S. 66; Urbana, Archie 
Harriman, a little boy 4 years old, .80; a 
Mt. Vernon Asso , Chester, Rev. T. J. Lewis, 
Seneca Asso., Blanchard, ch., 
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$76.00 
14.35 


2.73 
35-00 


12.15 
25.00 
48.85 
46.05 
34-13 
20.00 
26.66 

160.00 

100.00 


52.00 
50.00 


73-18 


4.00 


75-80 
3-72 


189.83 
36.26 
79-46 
788.67 
69.00 
200.00 
45-65 
425 
15.00 
25.00 
48.68 
2.00 
5.00 
sues 
11.68 
50.45 
10,00 
40.98 
43-32 
15.00 
3.00 
96.00 
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WEST VIRGINIA, $12.30. 


Coll. per Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. Sec., Raven- 
wood, ch. 10.30; Victory, ch. 2; 


INDIANA, $148.70. 


New apes, Martha J. Thompson, 10; Manches- 
ter, ch. 93 

Coll.’ per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec., Freedom 
Asso., New Maysvilie. ch., 

Flat Rock Asso., Little Blue, ch. 10.05 ; Columbus, 


ch. .59; 

Indianapolis Asso., Franklin, ch. 

Evansville Asso., Hon. A. L. Robinson, tow. sup, 
Sau Lee, care Rev. A. Bunker, 

Rev. W. M. Wyeth, 

Curry’s Prairie Asso., Terre Haute, ch. 


MICHIGAN, $52.23. 


Commerce, ch. 8; Onondaga, Mrs. James Sibley, 
1; Yuba, Rev. S. H. Sayler, 5; 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec , Washte- 
naw Asso., Ann Arbor, S. S. 5; Mooresville, ch. 
14.23; 

Jackson Asso., Albion, ch., S. S., 11, Hillsdale 
Asso., Coldwater, John Gray, 8, 


ILLINOIS, $564.06. 


Payson, ch., S. S, for education of Sir Doka P. 
Kay, at Serampore College, care Rev. J. W. 
‘Thomas, 

Coll. per Revs. S. M. Osgood and C. F. Tolman, 
Dist. Secs., Apple Creek Asso., New Hope, ch., 
Rev. C. L. Scandreth, 

Broomfield Asso., Bethel, ch. 15; Goshen, ch., E. 
Halladay, 5; 

Bloomington Asso., Clayton, ch. 4; Lincoln, I. R. 
Combs, 25; 

Carrollton Asso., Girard, ch. 1 50; Jerseyviile, ch. 


39-15 

Central Illinois Asso., Big Grove, ch. 

Chicago Asso., Chicago, 2d ch. bal. 12; Newport, 
ch., of wh. 5 is fr. the pastor, 8.25; 

Clear Creek f tad Makauda, Mrs. H. E. Bing- 
ham, 

Dixon Asso., Morrison, Mrs. N. E. Stratton, 

Edwardsville Asso., Alton, rst ch., S. S., to be exe 
pended in care of Rev. M. Jameson, Bassein, 

Fox River Asso., Downers Grove, C. H. Hobart, 
10; Evanston, ch., of wh. 62.50 is fr. Dea. C. E. 
Browne, tow. sup. of Sonoram, nat. pr. care Rev. 
M. Bronson, D.D., 99.31; Hinckley, H. W. 
Maltbie, 5; 

Ottowa Asso., Granville, ch. 10; Ottowa, S. S., 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. T. J. Keith, 
Gowalpara, Assam, 25; 

Peoria Assv., Canton, D. C. Jennis, 10; Farm- 
ington, ch. 5; Galesburg, Rev. D. G. Zook, 10; 
Rock River Asso., Belvidere, So. ch., a friend 13 

Stillman Valley, ch. 36; 

Salem Asso., Carthage, ch. 6.60; Raritan, ch. 30; 

South District Asso., Pleasant Ridge, ch. 

Springfield Asso., Berlin, ch, 34; Decatur, ch., of 
wh. 251s fr.S. S., for scriptures in Peloogoo, 58.15; 
Friendship, ch., tow. sup. of nat. helper, care 
Rev. R. E. Neighbor, Nowgong, 13.90; Mt. 
Zion, ch. 10.25; New Berlin, Dea. J. Fourch 
and wife, 6; 

Wood River Asso., Mt. Emery, ch., Jacksonville, 


IOWA, $107.40. 
Sargents Bluffs, Geo. A. Coombs, 10; Des Moines, 


B. Henry and wife, 5; 

Coil. per Revs. S. M. Osgood and C. F. Tolman, 
Dist. Secs., Cedar Valley Asso., Shell Rock, ch. 

Davenport Asso., Lone Tree, ch. 

So. Western Asso., Glenwood, S. S., to sup. a stu- 
dent, care Rev. J. E. ong, = Ongole, 

Coll. per Rev. W. C. Gunn, Dist. Sec., Iowa Val- 
ley Asso., Grinnell, ch. 

Oskaloosa Asso., Ottumwa, Dea. Chambers, 

Centreville Asso., Centreville, ch, 


Leuntions [February, 1875, 


MINNESOTA, $93.65. 


Coll. per Revs. S. M. Osgood and C. F. Tolman, 
Dist. Secs., Minnesota Asso., Minneapolis, Fifth 
Ave. ch, S. S., tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. J. 
E. Clough. Ongole, 

Minnesota Central Asso., Austin ch. 5; Geneva, 
Freeborn Co., Danish, ch. 44; Lansing, ch. 5 ; 
Minnesota Valiey Asso., Lincoln, Suede, ch., S. S. 
Southern Minnesota Asso., Leroy, A. J. Palmer, 
tow. sup. of Cola Pediah, nat. pr.. care Rev. J. 
E. Clough, Ongole, India, 5; Minnesota City, 

Stewart Mite Soc. 5; 


WISCONSIN, $122.38. 


Coll. per Revs. S. M. Osgood and C. F. Tolman, 
Dist. Secs., Janesville Asso , Clinton, ch. 

La Crosse Asso., La Crosse, ch. 26; ‘Trempealean 
Rev. James Squires, Mrs. Abigail Hull, and 
Mrs. M. A. Truesdell, 5 ea. 15; 

Lake Shore Asso., Raymond, Danish ch. 9; Ray- 
mond, ch., tow. sup. of Teloogoo Theo. Semina- 
ry, 2.373 Waukesha, ch., for printing Matthew 
in Garo, care of Rev. T. J. Keith, 29.10; 

Walworth Asso., Palmyra, ch. 10.50; Spring 
Prairie, ch., S S. 13.413 

Winnebago Asso., Neemah, Hiram Shoemaker, 


MISSOURI, $206.73. 


Coll. per. R. W. C. Gunn, Dist. Sec., Mo., Little 
Bonne Femme Asso., Bonne Femme, ch. 17.15; 
Salem, ch. 6.63: Walnut Grove, ch. 27.65; Min 
ersburg, Dea. Wm. Moseley, 10; ch. 1.50; Ful- 
ton, ch. 36; Richland, ch. 2.35; Columbia, Rev. 
G. W. Rogers, 3.80; 

Concord Asso., Jefferson City, ch. 

Salt River Asso., Bowling Green, ch. 

No. Liberty Asso., Liberty, 2d ch. 9; Rev. W. 
Ferguson, 5; 

Macon Asso., La Platte, ch. 

Wyaconda Asso., Alexandria, ch. 1; La Grange, 


ch. 7.50; 
Bethel Asso., Palmyra, ch., omitted in Nov. 
CALIFORNIA, §20.00. 
San Francisco, a lover of Jesus and his cause, 


ASSAM, $76.90. 


Sibsagor, Coll. per acct. of Mrs. S. R. Ward. Rs. 
143-12-6, and exch, 


BURMAH, $366.23. 


Ranger, Coll. acct. of Rev. D. L. Brayton, for 
Rs. ben and exch, 


INDIA, 570,03. 


Alloor, Coll. per acct. of Rev. E. Bullard, Rs. 
811-13-5, Gov. grant Rs. 19-4, and exch., $453 32; 
Ramapatam, Coll. per acct. of Mr. Timpany, Rs 
100, Goy. grant, Rs. 114, and exch. $116.72; 


LEGACIES. 


Carmel, N.Y., Martha Ballard, per Saxton 
pring ville. -Y., Chauncey 
Thomas Pierce, "Exr. 36.00 28600 


Donations and legacies from Apr. 1, 1874, none 
to Dec. 1, 1874, 53)264,07 


Donations and legacies from Apr. 1, 1874, ii 
to Jan. 1, 1875, : $61,613.54 


DONATIONS IN GOODS. 


Medicines from Dr. D. Jagne & Son, Philadelphi 
117; do. fr. Dr. S. S. itch & Son, N.Y.» 18} all 
for ‘'oungoo mission, $135.00 


$25.00 
54.00 
4-65 
19.00 
3-00 
10.00 
10.55 
21.05 
50.00 
1.50 15.00 
43-00 
14.00 40-47 
23.91 
19-23 
25-00 
105 08 
36.15 
9.00 13.65 
20.00 14.00 
4-25 
29.00 
8.50 
40.65 25.10 
+50 
20.00 
5.00 
.. 
35-00 
37-00 
36.60 
$8,063.47 
127.30 
2.60 
15.00 
3-25 
12.60 
23.55 
1.00 
4 2.00 


See thes ingathern, 


Be the coudd tive t 
specia 
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